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Old Home Week- 


) uae 

A list of excellent entertain- 
‘ments has been prepared for Old 
Home Week in Sharon. The 
week beginning July 30 and end- 


I 


| THURSDAY, AUG. 3. 


The 34th reunion of the Center 
School Association will be held in 
the vestry of the First Congrega- 
tional Parish (Unitarian) at II a. 
m. and in the afternoon. Lunch 
| atin sp. tm: 


i 


THURSDAY EVENING. 
Lieut. Gov. Curtis Guild, Jr., 


asa vacation week by those in p. m. before the Historical society, 
the town who can do so, and by A village quartet will sing. In 
returning sons and daughters of | honor of the distinguished orator, 
the town and other friends who! the selectmen will decorate the 
can make a week’s visit to Sharon. | town hall; and citizens, as they 
feel inclined, are invited to deco- 

TUESDAY, AUG, 1. 


rate their houses. 
Mrs. Erving Winslow’s com- 


ss August 5 may well be taken will speak in the town hall at 8 


FRIDAY, AUG. 4. 


3 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 


The Midsummer Carnival of 
the Ladies’ Fortnightly Club will 
be held at 2 p. m. in Miss Bates’ 
grove, corner of Depot and Nor- 
wood streets. 

Admission free, with opportun- 
ity to spend money before leav- 
ing. 

SATURDAY, AUG. 5. 


The final entertainment of the 
week will be a base call game on! 
the Station street grounds at 
3 p.m. between the Foxborough 
Athletic Association and the Sha- | 
ron Athletic Association. Ad- 
mission, 15 cents. <A prize bat 
will be given to the player on each 
nine who makes the best batting 


pany of players will present a de- 
lightful comedy in the Town 
Hall at 8 p. m., entitled ‘‘The 
Return of the Country Girl.” 
The play isdedicated by Mrs. Wins- 
low to Old Home Week, and the 
performance is wholly for the 
benefit of the Fortnightly Club, 
Tickets will be 35 and 50 cents, 
and will be on sale at the Post 
Office on Monday, July 24. 


WEDNESDAY, AUG 2z. 


The school children will have 
an hour’s enjoyment in the Town 
Hall at 2.30 p. m., under charge 
of Mr, Dudley Prescott of Boston, 
an accomplished ventriloquist, 
mimic amd musician. This is a 
free entertainment, exclusively for 
the children who are asked to be 
in their seats five minutes before 
the time of beginning. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


There will be a general illum- 
ination of houses, and all citizens 
are requested to make a display of 
Japanese lanterns or other lights. 
The Sharon Club will keep “Open 
House” in its rooms in Dennett 
building. 


average. 


Atga.m. an Historical Out-. The Old Home Week commit- 
ing party under the direction of a the consists of John G. Phillips 
committee of the Historical So- fr Center School Association, , 
ciety will start from the Square Edmund H. Hewins for Historical 
and ride to the site of old Revolu- Society, Ralph P. Rowe for base 
tionary forge. The site is a little all game, Eva C. Woodbridge 
ecu drnatel Steet Wear the Fox for children’s entertainment, Cyn- 
borough line, and at the summer thia Bates for Fortnightly Club, 
‘homestead of Dr. Patrick F, Henry F. Talbot for. Historical 
Gavin to whose courtesy the so- Outing, Roland H. Delano for 
ciety is indebted in planning this S. I. and L. A. and Eugene Tap-| 
visit. A barge drawn by four Pan for Sharon Club. | 
|horses, and other teams if neces- 
sary, will be provided. Fare, 50 
cents. Persons desiring to go in 
the society’s. carriages should ap 
ply at once (and not: later than 
Aug. 3) to Mr. Henry F. Talbot, 
as final arrangements must be 
made the day before the outing. 
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The citizens, it is noticed, are biting | 


into the habit of being at home about 

the first of August, and of inviting out- 

of-town friends to make prolonged vis- 
its here at the same time. Some pleas- 
ing dinner parties have been assembled | 
this year. : 

All classes are glad to see the enter- 

prise of the religious element of the vil- 
_ Jage in attention paidto the services 

of Sunday. Good sermons on home life 
_ were delivered from the Baptist and the 
Congregational pulpit. 

The damp weather did not prevent a 
large audience of 200 persons from at- 
_tending on Sunday evening a union! 
union praise service in Mr.- Dyer’s meet- 
ing house. The church interior looks 
well, having bcen frescoed in recent 
years and electric lights added last year. 
After a brief address with Bible read- 
ing and a prayer conducted by two 
clergymen, there was an interesting suc- | 
cession of music, congregational, quartet 
and solo, varied with an instrumental 
duet in which Miss Ruth Dyer at the or- 
gan and Miss Ruth Dinsmore at the 
violin, performed the “Recordare” from 
the “Requiem of Verdi.” These two 
young ladies also accompanied a chorus 
ef voices who sang Handel’l Largo, 

“Love ye the Lord.” During the rest of 
_ the evening Mr. C. C. Stearns presided at 

the organ. The “Song of Home” writ- 
ten and set to music by him was sung 
| by Miss Trafton. ‘The secret of His 

presence” was a solo by Mrs. Potter, and 
"Phere is a city builded” a solo by Miss 

Engle. A male quartet, comprising 
|_Messrs. Curtis, Dyer, Griffin and Caswell, 
“Wasted Day.” The pieces sang by the 
congregation were “Nearer, my God to 
Thee,” “Jerusalem, the Golden,” “Amer- 
iea,” and ‘Home, Sweet Home.” 

The town flag is flying all the time, 
and so is Capt. Charles T. Derry’s flag. 
The national colors are decorating many 
residences. The selectmen have caused 
the town hall to be fully decorated, and. 
the state coat of arms appears above 
the entrance ~ with underneath it the 
words “Welcome to Sharon.” 
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2% “The Country Girl” at Sharon 


Garrick-Winslow shape, as presented at 
Sharon last night, would probably have put 
to blush the gay Stuart dramatist if he 
might have witnessed it, inasmuch as in 
this form it could not put to blush the most 
innocent maid—a result probably very far 
from Wycherly’s frolic intention! As so 
cleverly presented by Mrs. Erving Wins- 
low’s pupils, it was just a brilliant comedy 
of coquetry, croSs-purposes and amusing 
situations. 

Another, and a wholly agreeable surprise 
to the Restoration dramatist, would have 
been the assumption of his female charac- 
ters by delightful girls instead of young 
men (as when the stage was kept waiting 
while Kynaston shaved for Juliet). As 
originally presented, the disguise scene 
would have required the audience to believe 
in a boy playing a woman, playing a. boy, 
instead of a less difficult faith in the be- 
witching moment when Miss Lily Carthew 
as Peggy put on doublet and hose to go 
a-walking in the park. Another beauty 
in the cast was Miss Ruey Burnham, the 
dark-eyed, picturesque representative of 
Lucy, who played with real espiéglerie, 
while Mrs. Adelaide Cochrane was a fair 
and stately Alithea, most adequate to the 
role. 

Miss Cartnew has in the first place the 
wonderful gift of youth. She is a country 
“sirl’” and her spirits and vivacity are her 
own but she showed evidences of real 
ability and the fruits of judicious training 
even more markedly than in her recent 
performance of Fanchon at the Park. It 
is understood that she has been engaged 
as a member of the Shubert Stock Company 
at the Princess Theatre in New York, and 
it is quite safe to predict a career for the 
young artist. 

Of the men, Mr. Charles Foster was dis- 
tinguished for a very genuine and fuli- 
flavored impersonation of the difficult part 
of old Moody, and Mr. James Cronan as 
Harcourt struck the true gallant and cheer- 
ful note of ‘‘old comedy.” Mr. Winslow 
and Mr. Tirrell played their parts with in- 
telligence and ardor. Miss Maud Hunting- 
ton Benjamin was a sparkling maid, and a 
pretty group cf Beaux and Belles filled the 
stage. 

What a daring attack—an old comedy 
produced for one night on a country stage 
by pupils and amateurs! Yet in Mrs. 
Winslow’s hands it was again one of her 
successes, hardly lacking even in 
necessary stage accessories, and full of 
color and atmosphere. The town rose to 
the occasion, and it was “‘standing room 
only’ long before the curtain rose. 


“The Country Girl,” in the Wycherly- | 


So ips 1 OL, 
Wie will espeak ab Mizraz 


Two Men Prominent in the Old Home 
Celebration in Progress in Sharon 


COL. EDMUND H. HEWINS, [Photo by Purdy.] 3 
Chairman of Meeting of Historical SELECTMAN TIMOTHY F. QUINN, 
Society and Me ae of Sharon / Chairman of the Reception Committee. 
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TOWN HALL, TUESDAY, AUGUST 1}, 1905 


AT EIGHT O’CLOCK 


“The Country Girl’ 


A comedy in six acts, altered by David Garrick from a 
play by William Wycherly, and especially 
arranged for this occasion 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Joun Moopy (a country squire) . Mr. CHARLEs FOSTER 
Frank Harcourt (a town acquaintance of Squire Moody) 

; Mx. JAMES CRONaN 
RicHARD BELVILLE (Harcourt’s cousin) : 
: Mr. CHARLES-EDWARD Amory WINSLOW 

Mr. SPARKISH (a town coxcomb betrothed to Alithea) 
Mr. ARTHUR TIRRELL 


Wivcxiam (Harcourt’s servant) . : P Mr. JOHN WHITE 


ALITHEA (Squire Moody’s sister) Mrs. ADELAIDE COCHRANE 
Lucy (Alithea’s maid) ; : : Miss Ruey BuRNHAM 


CHERRY (Squire Moody’s servant) ; 
: , Miss Maup HuntTINnGTON BENJAMIN 
Peccy TuriFt (Squire Moody’s young ward), Miss Lity CARTHEW 


London Beaux and Belles: Miss Alice Tuck, Miss Helen Chap- 
man, Miss Dorothy Drake, Miss Frieda Billings, Mr. S. 
Thomas Hall, Mr. Melville C. Hall. 


The scene is laid in London. Time, end of the seventeenth 
century. 


SYNOPSIS 
Act I. Harcourt’s lodgings. 
Act II. Squire Moody’s town house. 
Act III. St. James’s Park. ~ 
Act IV. Squire Moody’s town house. 
Act V. Belville’s lodgings. 
Act VI. Squire Moody’s town house. 


UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE FORTNIGHTLY CLUB. 


SHARON. -  - MASS. 


OLD, HOME WEEK 


Si celebration of Old Home Week be 


gan in an informal way Sunday, ser- 
vices appropriate to the season occur- 
ing in the various churches. 

‘Nothing of an official nature was 


scheduled for Monday, but many of the 


out-of-town guests began to arrive on 
that day, and numerous reunions of re- 
latives and friends of auld lang syne 
typified the spirit of the week. Mon- 
day was also utilized by many to com- 
plete the decorations of their houses and 
places of business, which with the town 
hall and several of the churches have 
been most beautifully adorned with 
flags and bunting. 

On Tuesday occurred the first of the 
official features of the week’s program, 
the presentation in the town hall dur- 
ing the evening of “The Return of the 
Country Girl,” by Mrs. Erving Wins- 
low’s company of players from Boston, 
assisted by locgl talent: This was giv- 
on under the direction of the Fortnight- 
ly Club the leading woman’s organiza- 
tion of the town and as an evidence of 
the popular interest in the production, 

it may be said that every ticket was 
_ sold before the evening of the perform- 
ance. 
| As is always the case with Mrs. Wins- 
low’s undertakings, the play was an un- 
qualified success, each member of the cast 
showing the result of careful and 
thorough training, and each seeming 
| particularly adapted to the part essayed. 
The cast of characters was as follows: 


| John Moody, a country squire, 
Mr. Charles Foster 
Frank Harcourt, town acquaintance of 
Squire Moody, 
Mr. James Cronan 
Ridhard Bellvile, Harcourt’s cousin, 
Mr. Charles Edward Amory Winslow 
Mr. Sparkish, 1. town coxcomb bethrothed 
to Alithia, 
Mr. Arthur Tirrell 
William, Harcourt’s servant, 
Mr. John White 


eR 


Mrs. Adelaide Cochrane 

Lucy, Alitheas maid,Miss Ruey Burnham 
Cherty, Square Moodys servant, 

Miss Maude Huntington Benjamin 

Peggy Thrift, Square Moody's young 

Ward, 

Miss Lily Carthew 

London beaux and belles: Miss Alice 

Tuck, Miss Helen Chapman, Miss Doro- 

thy Drake, Miss Frieda Billings, Mr. S. 
Thomas Hall, Mr. Melville C. Hall. 


The scene of the play was laid in Lon- | 


don at the end of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, and the costumes of the players, 
combined with the appropriate stage set- 
tings, carried one back in fancy to that 
early period. 


With Wednesday there came charm- 
ing weather, favorable for the school 
children for whose exclusive benefit the 
town hall was opened and Mr. Dudley 
Prescott, a player at Keith’s Theatre, 
gave an hour of impersonations. The 
children had treir day, and received the 
deserved compliments of the committee 
and ushers for their quiet and polite be- 
havior. 

In the evening the streets of the village 
were ina blaze of glory it being illumina- 
tion night. Ever since the legal esta- 
blishment of this holiday week, the vil- 
villagers without special urging have seen 
fit on Wednesday to adorn their house 
fronts and lawns with lights and Japa- 
nese lanterns. As a result the streets 
were throngd with sightseers. 

While other parts of the village were 
very pretty, the Central square and im- 
mediate surroundings were especially 
brilliant. Here in Denentt building the 
rooms of the Sharon Club were thrown 
open to the public, and there was a 
pleasant meeting of gentlemen and la- 
dies who were served with ice-cream, 
cake and lemonade by the efficient com- 
mittee, Mesrrs. Thompson, Dennett and 
Holmes, while Miss Booth, the favorite 
pianist, played pleasant music. The 
popular gentlemen’s club takes a home- 
like place in the festivities of Old Home 
week, and “open house” on Wednesday 
evening of that week is a constant fix- 
ture. 
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The thirty-fourth Reunion of the Center 
School Association will be held in the Vestry 
of the First Congregational Parish, (Uni- 
tarian) in Sharon, on Thursday, August 3, 
1905, beginning at eleven o'clock a. m. 

The tables will be spread in the Vestry 
and lunch served at one o'clock. 

We shall hope for your Material pres- 
ence. But if you cannot be with us in body, 
a letter from you, addressed to the Secretary, 
in token of your continued loyalty to the 
friends of your youth, will be accepted as your representative in Spirit. 

The wheel of time has revolved again; another cycle has been completed ; the phenomenon of 
creation has been re-enacted since our last meeting. Summer has ripened into Autumn; Autumn, 
after its fulfillment, bas slept the long sleep of Winter; the buds of Spring have burst into bloom, 
and the perfectness of the Summer season has again returned. 

Weare still here. Our hearts still beat. We are still conscious of the joy of living. 

Impetuous youth looks forward only. Maturity, born of experience, views the misty future 
through the soft light of retrospect, while memory holds aloft the beacon to guide our faltering 
footsteps. 


We turn to the old home and the old friends, and the thought arising from our hearts which 


finds expression upon our lips is, in one breath, a mingled cry of pain: “Our friends are gone!” 
A shout of triumph: ‘‘Our friends are here!” Anda fervent prayer: “God bless them all!” 
JOHN: G) PHILEIPS, 
Secretary. 


SHARON, July 3, 1905. 


eae ee 


ome = Z 


OSTON GLOBE-FRIDAY, AUGUST 4. 


10 


1905. 


Pe 


Reunion of the Sharon Center School Association Marked by 
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80th year and one, Solomon Talbot, the 
venerable historian of this town, who, 
although having passed his 91st year, 
was as alert and active as many of the 
veterans of three score present. One 
former teacher, Mrs Lucy Hodges Dean 
of Foxboro, who taught in the school 
previous to 1855, graced the occasion 
with her presence. 

The members of the association and 
their friends began gathering upon the 
spacious grounds of the church at 11, 
and at 12 the business meeting was 
called to order by Pres Henry F, ‘Tal- 
bot of Waterville. Kan. Sec John G. 
Phillips read the records, and then a 
nominating committee, with Benjamin 
Raymond chairman, was appointed, the 
meeting adjourning for the annual din- 
‘ner, served in the vestry. 

At the reopening of the business meet- 


SHARON, Aug 8—The event of old- 
home week in this town, in which. the 
true meaning and spirit of the week 
Was realized in a larger degree than 
any other, was the 84th annual: reunion 
of the Sharon Center schoo! association, 

This organization, the oldest public 
school association in the country, 3 | 
composed of persons who attended the | 
old Center school, previous to 1872. 

oday’s reunion was held in the ves- 
try and upon the grounds of the Uni- 
tarian church, which stands upon the 
site of the original school. 

The organization numbers 250 mem- 
bers, 150 of whom, representing many 
mt eh sections of the country, were 
pfesent today. Former schoolmasters, 
who ne@ not seen each other for years, z of & 
clasped hands and renewed old friend-|ing, after the singing of “America, 
Ships, and many were the anecdotes and |the following officers _ were elected: 
tales retold of the long ago days in the | Henry F. Talbot. of- Waterville, Kan, 
old school. | pres, Col Kdmund H. Hewins, Charles 

Of those present 15 had passed theirs, Curtis, C. Augustus Hixon, George 


Presence of 15 Who Are Over 80 Years Old. 


ZIELUPEY 2 
ZALBOD GF 
WALZERVIZLZE 
AAMSTLS. ( 

— PRES OS ASSAL 


H. Whittemore and Fred F. Bryant of 
Wellesley vice pres, John G. Phillips 
sec, Mrs H. Rebecca Johnson. treas, 
Mrs Peter Talbot, Mrs, Warren Jobn- 
son, Mrs Benjamin Welch, Mrs. Joseph 
E. Johnson and Mrs George H. Whitte- 
more executive committee, Charles’ S. 
Curtis music committee. 

It was then voted to hold the next re- 
union in the Unitarian church on the 
|} Thursday of old-home week next year. 

After an address of welcome by Pres 
Talbot, letters were read from absent 
members and addresses were made by 


Charles Winship and Miss Elmira S. 
Winship of Lynn, D. .Webster Pettee, 
John G. Phillips and Solomon Talbot, all 
members of the association, and the fol- 
lowing invited’ guests: Dr Loring’ W. 
Puffer of Brockton, Eugene Tappan, 
assistant registrar of probate of: Suf- 
folk county; Rev A. J. Dyer, pastor of 
the Congregational church; Rev .N. 
Newton Glazier of the’ Baptist church, 
and Rev A, N. Somers. 


RETOLD TALES OF OLD SCHOOLDAYS. 


| 


Artemas Richards of South Boston, | 
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ONORGER) fs 
x, OFLD-HOME WEEK. 
ortnightly Club Present a Play Un- 


der the Direction of Mrs Erving 
Winslow of Boston. 


-auspiciously here last evening, with the 
' production in the town hall of the com- 


jority of whom were from Boston. 

_ Mrs Winslow, who’ was Kate Rey- 
“nolds, a favorite member of the famous 
‘old Boston museum stock company, is 
amo the most prominent of the 


+ 


MISS CYNTHIA BATES 
Of Sharon Fortnightly Club, 


oe 
“Sunymer residents , and has made it 
cusiom during her several years’ “id 
here to produce annually a play for the 
benefit of some local organization, This 
ot it was presented in behalf of the 
ortnightly club, the leading women’s 
Breanization See town, ‘and the per- 
" ance was dedicate 
ola-home Week by the club to 
. fashionable audience, which rd- 
ed the hall beyond it Satacits ah 
attendance and the enthusiasm was 
Fed an te" cnaitcone Meare 
: cha 
tumeds racters richly cos- 
2 le role was clever] 
by Miss Lily Carthew, a Stent aes 
upon the profes- 


sf ae het debut 
Sional stage in the fall. She was we 
supported by Mrs Adelaide Snake 
Miss Maude Huntington Benjamin, Jas. 
Cronin, Charles Foster and Prof Charles 
Edward Amory Winslow of Boston, 
‘Miss Ruby Burnham of Stoughton and 
Arthur L. Tirrell and J. F. White or 
this place in the principal roles. The 
incidental music was played by Miss 
the audience were 


Clara Foss of Boston. 
Among those in 
Mrs Henry C. De Melle and Mrs Sarah 


¥rench, well known in theatrical cir- 
ew York; Howard Snelling of | 


ht of Arlington, Erving Wins- 
Pde A. eionaky and Col and’ ités na 


Hewins 


‘les in 'N 
fincoln, Miss Edith L. Allen and Miss 
Ww, 


SHARON, Aug 3—The formal observa- | 
ion of old-home week was opened most | 


_edy “The Country Girl,"’ by Mrs Erving | 
Winslow's company of players, the ma- | 


Stay. 


vernor of the 
principal guest 


her Old Home Week celebration. The 
annual reunion of the Sharon Center 
School assgciation was the attraction 
that drew upwards of a hundred to the 
Unitarian church and grounds, where it 
was held. Here friends who had not met 
‘for years clasped hands with each other 
and showed a sincere pleasure in ‘re- 
renewing the old friendships. The day 
was ideal and the reunion one of the 
|happiest ever given by the old organiza- 
_ tion. It was more typical of the spirit 
| of Old Home Week than any other event 
/ of the week. The annual dinner was 


iness meeting at-which Pres. Henry F. 
Talbot.of Waterville, Kansas, son of his- 
| torian Solomon Talbot of this town pre- 
| sided. | 

Rarely has the town had such a dis- 
'| tinguished guests within her gates as 
Nast -evening when Hon. Curtis Guild, 


fl Lieutenant-governor of Massachusetts, 


honored the town and evidenced his ap- 
preciation of the Old Home week move- 
ment y his presence at the quarterly 


served at 1, after which came the bus- | 


77 


and scores of visitors within her gates SHARON'S DAY | 
| Sharon yesterday reached the climax of s| 
j —_———_—_—_ 


‘Lieut Gov Guild the 


Old-Home Guest. 


Representative Ga'hering in 
Town Hall Heard Address. 


People of West Harwich 
Greeted Gov Utter. 


SHARON, Aug 3—In,gala array, with 
flags flying and buildings brilliant with 
bunting and other decorations, this town 
today welcomed in addition, to many re- 
turning sons and daughters Lieut Gov. 
Curtis Guild Jr. i 
| Lieut Gov Gpild arrived late in,the 
afternoon from Marshfield, and was met 
at the station by Selectman Timothy IF. 
Quinn of the reception committee and 
escorted to the home of Col Edmund H. 
Hewins, chairman of the old-home week 


meeting of the historical society. The|committee, where he was the guest of 


distinguished visitor under the escort of 
Selectman Quinn, arrived here at 6.15), 
and at once iepaire. to the home of} 
Col. Hewins on South Main street, where! 
several prominent townspeople were priv 
liged to meet him at a small dinner par- 
ty. He was escorted later to the town. 
hall, his pathway through the town 
hall grounds being through a lane of red 
_| fire and cheering crowds. Col. Guild was| 
introduced to the audience, which com- 
pletely filled tae hall, by Col. Edmund 
H. Hewins, chairman of the committe 
His address consumed an hour and held, 
the close attention of the audience. Vo- 
cal musie was furnished at the meeting 
by a quartet composed of Mrs} Lizzie . 
L. Dyer, Mrs. Mary A. Potter, Charles 
S. Curtis and William H. Bannister. — 
At the conclusion of the meeting Lt.- 
Gov. Guild was entertained until time’ 
to leave for his train by Selectman T._ 
F. Quinn at his home on South Main st. 
An elaborate luncheon was served. Oth- 
er prominent guests were Mr. Quinn’s 
brother, Hon. . ohn Quinn of Boston and, 
Representative Wm. O. Faxon 
Stoughton. 


PS 


of | 


honor at a dinner party. The other 
guests were Eugene Tappan, president 
of the Sharon club; John G. Phillips, — 
president of the Historical society; Erv-. 
ing Winslow of Boston, Mr and Mrs Ed-— 
mund D. Hewins and Col and Mrs aids 
ins. 

At 8 Lieut Gov Guild was escorted to! 
town hall, where he was the principal 
speaker at the quarterly meeting of the 
Sharon historical society. All along the 
way to the hall he received an enthusi- | 
astic ovation. 

The hall was-filled with a representa-: 
tive gathering, which: ineluded many | 
from’ other places. The ‘stage was 
draped with bunting and decorated with} 
palms and ferns. ! 

Lieut Gov Guild was introduced by Col | 
Hewins, and his address was followed | 
by the large audience with the’ closest | 
attention. | 

After the address there was music by; 
a quartet composed of Mrs A. J. Dyer, | 
Mrs C. A. Potter. Wm. H. Bannister! 
and Charles S. Curtis. 

At the conclusion of the meeting the 
lieutenant governor repaired to. the / 
home of Selectman Quinn, where he was | 
entertained until a late hour. Other} 
guests were Hon John Quinn of Boston, 
Representative and Mrs Wm. O. Faxon 
of Stoughton. Col Hewins. John D. Mc- 
Laughlin, Selectmen Stone and Fuller, 
Eugene Tappan and F. B. Comins. 

At ll Lieut Gov Guild and Hon John 
Quinn were conveyed to Boston in the 
touring car of Frank B. Comins. 


ed 


A COUNTRY WEEK. 
The special charm of Old Home Week 
is the gathering together of people who 
are interested in the town they are vis- 
iting. Sharon with its high hill and> 
large pond, its endless variety of walks | 
and drives, its woods and rocks, pure air, 
blue sky and pleasing views, is a won- 
derland to the constant inhabitant or 
to the occasional visitor. The history 


Si tel Sharon is the history 
of other New England. towns set off 
from the original settlement. 

“It is interesting to remember that the, 
first American cannon were forged from 
-iron.ore gleaned from Lake Massapoag. 
It is also interesting to remember that 
the famous dictum of 1861 was antici- 
pated by.Sharon in 1775. “Major, later 
General,- Benjamin Tupper, you will re- 
member, was ordered to proceed to Bos- 


i) 


" acy of Good the Puritans Have 
0 SCHOOL PUPILS _ 

— HOLD 34TH REUNION 
ct Officers and Hear Addresses 
and Reports—Today There Will 
| Be an Outing to Revolutionary 
Forge, 


» 


ji 


i "Sharon's Old Home Week observance 
s continued yesterday afternoon and 
In afternoon was held the 


the school prior to 1872, Of this number 
‘about 150 ‘Were present. The assembly 
was held on the grounds of the Unitar- 
ian church, the site of the old school 
building. President Henry F. Talbot 
of Wateryille Kan., presided. The re- 
| ports of Secretary John G. Phillips and 
Treasurer Mrs. H. Rebecca Johnson 
‘showed the association to be in a high- 
| ly satisfactory condition. Letters were 
read from old schoolmates now residing 


Phillips 


D We Bett Aloe 
nn, D. W. P ’ O- | 
“Charles * iene all of | 
n. my the invited 
spoke were Dr, Loring W. 
ton, the Rev. A. J. Dyer 
tional Church, the Rev. 
ton Glazier of the ‘Baptist 
.s ag A. N. Somers. and 


member present was Sol- 


' ton for an assault on the royal troops 
_ guarding one of the lighthouses. He drew 
up the Sharon men in line. ‘“‘Let every 
man who desires to retire signify it by 

Serpine twp paces to the front,’ said 
| the doughty~ a a 

“Tf any. man. steps forward,’ said 

Maj. Tupper to his sergeant, ‘shoot him 
Pee “patie Soyabods: stepped. etme 
the € Bae Ss, , the 
inasor Pits nedtioned i if ees ders 
by Washington, 
“The town made its record in the revo- 
lution as in 1812. Its sons marched out 
to do their duty, not only at Bunker) 
bare bes aay ey pied iB 

“It is customary .to refer cenes like | 
‘these inthe! life “Fi New Enel and t 
-as_if they. were the most important, as 
they certainly are the most brilliant, in 
its history. The ‘New England town, 
however, has had a vastly greater part 
in forming our nation even than that 
taken by the townsmen in war; the 
sturdy record of New England towns 
like Acton and Concord, the mother 
town from which she was set off, in 
time of peace. 

“The adventurers went to the south to 
find a fortune to be spent later in Eng- 
dand. The Pilgrims and Puritans came 
to ‘New England to earn a living and 
to find a home. 

“The Puritan was intolerant in.an in- 
tolerant age. Faults he had in common 
with poor humanity of all ages, but it 
'may at least be said that he was simple 
in an age of extravagance, austere in the 
midst of debauchery, honest though 
ruled by corruption, and sincere though 
subject to a succession of sovereigns 
constant in nothing but the pursuit of 
their own selfish desires. 

“Such were the makers of New Eng- 


y 
{ 


| land; such was their contribution, not to 


our country only but to civilization, 
The greatest heritage they have left us 
is not the territory they took from the | 
Indians. as the Indians had taken it 
from the Skraelings. They left us as | 
their greatest gifts the New England. 
town meeting and the New England con- 
science, government of the people and 
that control of self that alone can make 
a government by the people a govern- 
ment for the people. 

“We owe the ritan much. He left 
the world better f his coming, but! 
virtue did not depart With his departure. 
We live in a better -world, a. broader 
country, a happier time.’’ 

There was singing by Mrs. Lizzie J. L, 
Dyer, Charles 'S. Curtis, Mrs. Mary A. 
Potter and William H, Bannister. 

At p business meeting presided over by 
Président John G. Phillips, several new 
members were elected and encouraging 
reports were made by Secretary George 
H. Whittemore. Lieut.-Gov. Guild was 
entertained at the home of Col. Hewins 
previous to the meeting and at the home 
of Selectman Timothy F. Quinn after 
the meeting. 

The week’s observances will be con- 
tinued today by an outing at the site of 
the old revolutionary forge near the 
Foxboro and Sharon lines. The place is 


| now owned by Dr. Patrick F. Gavin. 


and traditions of the town are equal 
in interest to those of the average an- 
cient towns of New England. 

A just appreciation of the natural and 


historical charms of the place leads the 


citizens to take a wholesome pride in 
their town and to welcome back the re- 
turning sons and daughters. To make 
their guests the happier, an attractive 
round of entertainments was faultlessly 
earried out. The villagers in many cases 
made their homes more beautiful by dec- 
orations of flags and bunting arranged 
by a decorating company from the city. 

The Advocate has already described 
the earlier doings of the week. What 
was done from beginning to end bore the 
marks of thorough preparation, and was 
free from objectionable features. The 
people were polite and well behaved, 
whether children at. their festival, or 
the crowds in the streets on illumination 
night or concert might. There was 
thorough harmony among all. It was 
gratifying to note the general | appreci- 
ation of a high standard of entertain- 
ment where merriment without vulgar- 
ity and instruction without weariness 
heid their places. 

EUGENE TAPPAN 
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Sharon Historical Soctety 


THE TOWN OF SHARON 


WELCOMES 


THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


IN THE PERSON OF HIS HONOR 


SUS TIS GULLD, JR. 


LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 


SHARON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ON THURSDAY EVENING 


OF 


OLD HOME WEEK 


_ AUGUST 3, 1905 
IN 


SHARON TOWN HALL 


w\ 


petit “ys 
* 2». as a - 


SMraron Mrstrorroac?, Sotterty 


PROGRAM 


OF 


EXERCISES AUGUST 3, 1905, AT 8.00 P. M. 


Business MEETING of the Historical Society. 

PRESIDENT, John G. Phillips, Esq., in the chair. 

READING OF REcoRDs by George H. Whittemore, Esq. 

ELECTION OF NEw Members, and incidental business. 

SrncinG, “To Thee, O Country,” Lichberg 
By a Quartet under the direction of Mr. C. C. Stearns. 


Soprano, Mrs. Lizzie J. L. Dyer. 
Tenor, Mr. Charles S. Curtis. 

Contralto, Mrs. Mary A. Potter. 
Bass, Mr. William H. Bannister. 


INTERMISSION AND RECEPTION. 


Col. Edmund H. Hewins, as Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Arrangements of the Historical Society, will take 


charge of the meeting and make introductory remarks. 


Appress by His Honor, Curtis Guild, Jr., Lieutenant Gov- 


ernor. 


Sincinc, “Home that I Love,” Franz Abt 
By the Quartet. 


END OF PROGRAM, 


ad 
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THE LAST TWO DAYS OF OLD HOME 
WEEK IN SHARON. 


FRIDAY MORNING. 


Mr. Buckiey of Canton filled two 
barges with tour:sts, and there were be- 
sides eight private carriages, all on a 
pilgrimage to one of the most famous lo- 
-ealities in the town. The site of the 
revolutionary forge near the termina- 
tion of Furnace street was the place vis- 
ited. Close by is the summer residence 
_of Dr. Patrick F. Garvin, the South Bos- 
ton physician, who stood with his wife 
and family to greet the historical call- 
ers. There was shown a cannon ball dug 
up from the doctor’s lawn when graded. 
Mr. Henry F. Talbzi of Kansas explained 
‘the locality and read a valuable paper 
with copies of original documents re- 
lating to an izaproved method of mak- 
ing cannon brought to this country in 
the rervolution by a Frenchman who 
married a Jady in Sharon. A pleasant 
acquaintance, Jeremiah Fairbanks, who | 
reminds one of Thoreau, told of his an- 
cestors’ transporting cannon from the 
Sharon furnace. By such outings the 
historical society is interesting its mem- 
bers and friends in local history. 


FRIDAY. AFTERNOON. 

Miss Cynthia Bates received, at her 
beautiful pine grove, an afternoon party 
who spent restful hours on the heavy | 
brown pnie-needle carpet deneath the | 
green and tall pine trees, Some ladies 
amused themselves. at the card-tables. 
Two other ladies might be seen sporting 
with a well educated dog, “David.” The 
baleony scene from Romeo and Juliet 
was recited by Mr. Winslow—two parts 
several booths, or wigwams, there were 
sold candies, ice-cream, and fancy arti- 
cles. Parson Wagner himself if he had 
been there would have admired this sim- 
ple life. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON. ( 


_ A good game of ball was played 
_by the Foxboro and Sharon teams, re- 
sulting in a score of 5 to 2 in favor of 
“Sharon. Friends of each nine were pres- 


ent in good numbers. There was a gen- 

eral good time coupled with a spice of the 

customary discusion of the rules, which 

_ to an infrequent onlooker seems rather 
perfunctory. It is greatly to be de- | 
sired that the towa own as a playground | 
and park the exceilently located grounds | 
on Station street, which by the courtesy | 

. of the owners is now frequently permit- 
ted to be used for games. | 
| 


SATURDAY EVENING. 


With fine music from the Norwood 
brass band, a good bye was given to 
Ola Home ‘Week. The musicians occu- 
pied the band stand on the town house 
green, this position being selected at the 
last moment, instead of postoffice square. 
The charge of place was made in defer- 
ence to the fact that a family near the 
spot had been suddenly afflicted. 

_. Many carriages and automobiles were 
in the streets, and there were throngs 
upon the sidewalks, while neighbors gave | 
seats to visitors on their piazzas and 
grounds. An amusing incident occurred 
when a Canadian visitor, who had no ear 
for music, heard the opening air “Auld 
Lang Syne,” admired as appropriate for 
the occasion. “Why,” exclaimed he, “I 
don’t see the connection between ‘Com- 
ing through the rye’ and Old © Home 
Week.” But the gentleman was a good 
judge when he praised Sharon for its 
beautiful lake. fine scenery and agreea- 
able inhabitants. 


ee 


SHARON HOME NEWS. 


At the meeting, August 3, of the Shar- 
on Historical Society the following new 
members were elected: 

Elmer B. Saaw. 
Maud E. Shaw. 
Jennie P. Snow. 
Thomas W. Bradshaw’ 
Arthur C. Kullock. | 
Henry F. Talbot. 
Julia F. Tidd. 
Mary F. Giberson. 
Martha M. Hewins. 
Eva C. Woodbridge. 
Cynthia Bates. 


*. * * * 


a 


The total membership is 200. 

The song by the quartet, “Home that | 
1 love,” gave great pleasure; and it is 
-hoped that it may be repeated at some 
future time. The refrain in each stanza 
is as follows: 
“O land of beauty, home that I love, 
Never from thee will my heart’s devo- 
_ tion rove.” eS 


rty was at'the towns of Worcester and Con- | 
arties Wwhien cord. Woted that four: lg and | 


Sudbury. 


a5 eal I Fosept aia one-quar- Vi deed that one ton of | 


. tee he (Jackson) furnishing the | grape shot be carried from Stough- 


at reece for the read- 
ers, of this paper the following in- 
feresting paper written by Mr. Hen 


3 F ‘Talbot of Kansas, and read | 


wre the outing party of the his- 
‘society on August 4, 1905, 
; standing on the piazza of Dr. 
k T. Garvin’s house in Shar- 
as the site of the old re- 

ary foundry.)—Editor. 


e of the most interesting, as 
as important, historical events 
g the war of the Revolu- 
relates to the manufacture in 
n of guns and ammunition by 


fearless and patriotic men, 


precedi 


nund 4 Quiney and Richard Grid- | 


Saare Pitney acquired in 
shtonham before the year 1770 
a eat of about one hundred 
and fifty acres. 
afterwards on June 6, 1770, 
e Jassapoag pond for the 
a pose ‘of procuring i iron ore. This 
did by lowering the Casio! at 
C ome: of the pond. 
He also Lought the iron mines 
rour id this: pond from different 
es, also ore in Walpole and 
sive mines in Wrentham. He 
ht also the Stoughtonham 


Cy 
wl J a5 


4 . ¥ 
ased 


he 


ace consisting.of three acres of | 


lanc Fras a dweling house together 

with furnace, bellows, walls and all 
ot! utensils, two coal houses with 
all ore-and stock therein, also 
a ‘dwelling Whee a_black- 
44 with all the tools and 


jing the sand from the ore and then| 


money for the purchase of the same|tonham to Sudbury. Voted that 

Tradition informs us that they | one ton of three pound cannon balls | 
had a grand gathering of the in-}now at Stoughtonham be cared 
Labitants of Stoughtonham to as-{1o Sudbury. Voted that one half 
sist in lowering the channel of Mas}a ton of two pound cannon balls | : 
sopoag lake,and that they roasted} now at Stoughtonham, exclusive of 
‘en ox and had plenty of New Eng-] what is for the use of the matross- 
and rum which added hilarity to] es be carried to Sudbury. | 


} 
the occasion. Notwithstanding the various ob- | 
Edmund Quincy, being the bus- stacles encountered by the company 
iness man of the company, bought | at the furnnace, the work was push 


a forge and house of Jacob Leon- 


ed forwarded successfully, From a 
ard in Stoughton “(now Cantoi) 


|smail beginning the business increa 
for Gridley to live and work in. _ fed until it soon got beyond the ca- 
Gridley’s diary informs us that’ | pacity of the original furmace 
on the tw enty- fourth of August, ia This furnace was for a long time 
1773, they began to take iron ore funder Richard Grid! ley’s direction 
from the pond. We are not in-Jin casting guns an ammunition for 
tormed as to the manner of procur-]the army. They had in their em- 
ing the ore in those days, but later | ploy a Frenchman by the name of 
we learn that two men’ went out in} Col, Louis de Maresquells, 
a boat with large iron tongs with| was an expert in his line. 
wooden handles eight or ten feet] Aj] patterns were stored in a| 
tong, one man grappling the sand] cafe place when not in use, fearing 
ore and: stones and bringing them ‘harm from tory neighbors. The | 
to the surface and emptying the ‘casting could not be done in the 
contents into a screen, the other} foundry, so had t obe cast in sep- | 
man picking out the stones, wash-} Jarate building. Fearing that the 
metal might cool before. being 
poured into the moulds from the | 


who 


emptying it into a boat. This pro-| 
cess was continued until a boatful ‘distance carried and want of suit- 


was obtained. able implements — for the purpose, 
It would appear from the rec- the /-Freng 


ichman, ‘who imperfectly | 
ords that there was no road from. /spok our language, told .the mien] 


Massapoag to the furnace in those| ie Hooray! ‘Hooray! by which he 
days, for after Edward Quincy |meant to hurry the-melted iron un- 
bought the pond, the town appoint- til the flask became full. 
ed him a committee to lay am 4 The guns were cast with a core 
road to the furnace.  |when Gridley opehated the plant, | 
To show something of the busi-|and then bored out by placing them | 
Hie done here, I will give the fol-lin a perpendicular position over the 
owing :—On January 24, 1774, the] dri] which was run by a small wat- 
Committee of Safety and Supplies! .- heel. The cannon. were then 


; 
-| voted that al! the cannon mortars, proved on the shore of Massapoag 


| cannonballs andjshiells be deposited pond by Col. Gridley assisted by 


a 
“ ; Captain Nathaniel Curtis, a son-in 


Jaw of Minister Curtis. 


© the piece was ready for 


ed good, they secured the services . 
of a Mr. Boyden, who with a yoke 
f bulls and a stallion that had to be 
an ed in fetters, made the trans- 
portation safe, as Mr. Boydon guar 
ees in case of meeting 
hi 2, he would turn his cat- 
abs ‘the Redcoats. 
hen Col. Louis de Maresquells 
as about to take charge of the fur- 
2, this is substantially the con- 


2 
| 


a 


Proposed contract, Marie Louis 
d Anstart — de Maresquells, 

1 | 1 old PE of infantry, hav- 
@e been brought up in the forges 
of France. : (his father there, Mar- 
quis of telurbert having fur- 


nishe for 1 uly years all the iron 
‘cannon i in the service of the French 


) proposes to the Honorable 
cil and House of Representa- 
s to establish furnaces in the 
e of Massachusetts Bay on ac- 
t of the Government for the 
ge the State with such iron 
annion as they may need. 
_ He has some particular methods 
itening the iron by mixture of 
ores s and minerals ; and also of cast- 


{ ther made with the Provincial | 


and everything relating to iron 


17 


His father having observed how | © be at, in removing from Europe 


fansportation the team started prejudicial those cavities were to} t© this country, and also one thou- 
WY Gitor its destination, Cam-| the service of the artillery, he in the} S24 Collars yearly from and af- 
a , of Dorcheste rHeights as | Year 1750 cast many solid cannon, || tt date hereof until the end of the 
ordered; but as the roads at that and found them ‘superior to those _present war with Great Britian and 
time were not what would be call- “cast with a cylinder; and at pres- |the United States of America; and 


ent no other but solid cannon are after that time, the sum of six hun-} 


cast in the forges of France.His fa- 


ther is the inventor of the machine 
for boring solid cannofa anid with it 
a twenty four pourder may be 
bored, polished, and the sprue cut 
off in twenty four hours. 

If the state will furnish the land 
buildings, machines and necessary 
apparatus and iron ore, he will con- 
struct the furnaces, and superin- 
tend the building of the machines 


toundry; which being ready and 
the guns prepared for boring, he 
will then furnish one cannon for 
service every twenty four hours out 
of the common ore within the state ; 
it being understood that he shall 


cast a few beforehand, to give them 


time to cool. The calibre or bore of 


the cannon will depend on the larg- 


ness of the iurnace. 
He will prove his cannon before 


commissioners of the state. He will , 
j with the present day, and in this 


disclose at any time all his knowl- 
edge in the premises to any such 
persons as the state may order, and 
no others. And if he does not ful- 
fil the whoie promised upon his 


|| part in these proposals (unavoid- 
m7 cannon and boring the}! aie casualties excepted) he agrees} she was called was born in 1762, 


cred and sixty-six and two-thirds 
dollars yearly, during his life, he do 
ing and performing his part in all 
respects as aforesaid. He also ex- 
pects the honor of a colonel’s com- 
mission tot give him rank, bu 
without any command or pay in 
virtue of said commission. 

Witness his hand at Boston ie 
6th 1776, d 

(Signed ) Demarquells. 

Signed by the above De Mares- 
quells after being fully interpre- 
ted to him in the presence of James 
Rice. 

We the subscribers, committee of 
Honorable House of Representati- 
ves. 


N. CSHING. 
F. PALMER. 
Read and approved.” 
In closing this article, an inci- 
dent I will now relate connects the 
period I have been speaking of 


connection only one person is miss- 
ing. 

There lived with my father sixty 
years ago an old lady by the name 


of Sallie Leonard. Aunt Sallie, as 


"a ., nas meanis they are less ‘not only to forfeit all claim to ev-| and during this very period was 


sive and stronger than. others 
with a cylinder. Formerly- all can- 


> holes | or cavities in the pieces 


erything by virtue of these pres- 
ents, but also to forfeit the sum of 


e%2 € cast with a cylinder, ge thousand pounds to satisfy the 
which always occasioned many lit-| 4 


amage the state may sustain 
‘through his failure in fulfiling his 


ch “Mg rigger eagmart proposal aforesaid. 


He expects from the state to re- 


compensate the expense he has 


about thirteen years of age. She 
related to my father that she car- 
ried a message from Col. Grid- 
ley in Canton to the furnace in 
Sharon, the purport of which was 
to hurry up the manufacture of the 
cannon as they were needed for use 


cover three hundred dollars in hand| at Dorchester Heights. 
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7 _ The Sharon Historical Society took its | 


27, 1905. Seven gentlemen and five, 
| ladies participated i in the pleasure of the 
occasion. — 
' The first. point of interest was the 
| view of the estate of Dr. Frank S. Bil- 
lings, at one time the location of the 
reservoir | by 1 the Sharon Hydraulic 
Company. "The ladies took samples of 
‘the leaves of the different varieties of 
trees on the lawn of the property. 
Passing down Depot street a stop was 
made at the little shop on the Middle- 
ton place. This building has a history, 
being the shop occupied by Elijah A. 
Morse when first engaged in the manu- | 
facture of the Rising Sun Stove Polish. 
n the same street nearly to the rail- 
‘road on the right was viewed the site 
of the Matthew Hobbs house, one of the 
first settlers of the town in 1720. He 
ult a dam on Beaver Brook north of 
pian Afterwards in 1725 a com- 
as! ¥ia: formed who used the water 
‘power and engaged in forging iron. 
Remnants of the dam are now seen and 
‘ion slag can. be found scattered over the | 


d in the vicinity 
oie robs old i laaoae to Capt. 
Ben. Se lesa i ‘in 1770 aiid his heirs 
rainy the place, one of whom mar- 
ried Eliakim Richards. Mr. Richards 
‘was a teamster and droye an ox team 
to places in the South, as far as the 
Carolinas. At one time he carried cop- 
per bolts for the Revere Company to 


-Philadelpma and Saltimore, where they 
“were used in building government 
vessels. 

_ Passing over the railroad a visit was 
| made to the pumping station of the 
| Sharon Water Works. ‘There, for a con- 
trast, an examination was made of the 
ruins of the old wheel pit of the Old Hy- 
draulic Co. Some of the machinery still 
remains. It is said that Esquire Elijah 
Hewins had a grindstone run by a water 
wheel there. ‘The company ‘saw a por- 
tidn of an old grindstone on the spot, 
which may be the very stone used by 
him’ 70 years ago. 


Then we passed to the Harlow place, 
now owned by Edmund D. Barbour. 
This house was owned by Benjamin Ide 
at one time. 

Passing up the hill we viewed the fine 
house just erected by Mr. James M. E. 
Drake, then down a short distance on} 
Norwood street over the old muster field ' 
now owned by Hon. John F. Cronan of 
Roxbury, and then home by the roman- 
‘tic walk through the woods. 

GEORGE H. WHITTEMORE. | 


a - 


JUNE RAMBLES. —- 


The Saturday afternoon walks in | 
May, provided by the Historical Socie- 
ty haying met with favor, the Society 


ing Committee, for some afternoon 
walks on the second and- fourth Satur- 
days in June, commencing at 2.30 
o’elock. 

The first outing will be taken Satur- 
day afternoon, June 10, by riding in the 
electric car to Cobb’s Corner, and from 
there walking to the village across lots 
by way of Devil’s Bridge. 

The second outing will be taken Sat- 
urday afternoon, June 24, by riding in | 
the electric car to Maskwonicut street, 
thence walking along that street to 
Richards street, walking the length of 
that street to Canton street, and then 


_along Canton street to the saw-mill at 


the foot of the hill on North Main 
street. Here the electric .car will be 


_again taken for return to the village. 


‘has further arranged, through its . 
| 


In each case the ramble commences in 
Post Office Square at 2.30 p.m., and ‘the | 
time for the entire outing wil be about | 
three hours. It will be noticed that on 
aeeount of the electric rides, the walk- 
ing portion will be quite moderate, All - 
are heartily invited who choose in this 
companionable way to take healthful ex- 
ercise and to cultivate love for their 
town. Memorandum books are _ fur- 
nished that notes may be written of in- 
teresting features. A leader and an his- 
torian are assigned to each excursion. 

EUGENE TAPPAN. 


. 


U 


HISTORICAL OUTING. 


The Sharon Historical Society took its 


- third ramble Saturday afternoon, June 


10, 1905. . Those who went were Mrs. 
Fowler, Mrs. Dennett, Mrs. Caswell, Mrs. 
Poole, Mrs. Eddy, Mrs. Murdock, Miss 
Gertrude Cobb, Mrs. Giberson, Miss Mat- 
tie T. Eddy, Mr. Tappan, and Messrs. 
Solomon and Henry F. Talbot. There 


_were several others that were with the 


company a part of the time. The after- 
_noon sky was pleasant, as the weather 
_has been on the oceasion of each ramble. 
_ We started from Post Office Square on 
th 2.30 electric for Cobb’s Corner. Here, 
after paying our respects to the boun- 
dary stone that separates three towns, 
we went up Bay street past the venera- 
ble house once a tavern and for many 
years the chief post office in Sharon, 
stopping to admire the hemlock snd 
At Mr. Fred W. Mansfield’s, we were 
most cordially received, and Mr. Giber- 
son served us with grateful tonics, gen- 
erously supplied by Mr. Mansfield. His 
wife, now happily recovering from ill- 
ness, watched us from her balcony and 
joined | our merriment. As we sat 
on the lawn under the chestnut trees, ; 
Mr. Solomon Talbot gave a short history 
of several households of the Belcher 
family, from whom the street is named. 


jure /O. (90S, 


Then we walked along Belcher street, | 
noticing Mrs. Riding, hale and hearty at 
the age of 84 years, sitting on the | 
piazza of the house of her daughter, 
Mrs. Giberson. Uncle Ben Richards’ 
/house was burned several years ago, but 
we gazed at its huge chimney, looked 
over the old pear orchard and admired 
the extensive prospect. 
| Down we carne to Massapoag brook at 
the place called Devil’s bridge, although 
formerly it went by the name of Ben’s 
bridge. Here we tarried, pleased with 
the prattling brook of drinkable water, 
the huge rocks scattered on its bed, and 
the pleasant view up the stream. It is 
\enjoyable for a company of friends to 
look upon a fine scene like this. If any- 
thing was wanting, it was supplied when 
Mrs. Fowler, as a charming surprise, 
sung the song, “Meet me by the running 
brook.” 

“Come let us anew our journey pur- 
lsue,” exclaimed Mr. Henry Talbot, and 
so we went over pretty woodland path 
to Glendale Road and came to thevillage. 
At the invitation of Mr. David M. Kelly, 
the easternmost dweller on Glendale 
‘Road, we inspected his fruit trees and 
|plants. At North Main street we sepa- 
|rvated, and went to our several homes, all 
very much pleased with our afternoon’s 


‘outing. 


MATTIE T. EDDY. 
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‘A. SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
RAMBLE. 


_ The members of the Sharon Historical 
Society took their fourth ramble on 
Satruday afternoon, June 24th, 1905. 

The walk lay in the direction of North | 
| Main street, taking in Maskwonicut, 

Richards and Canton streets. | 
Sixteen members made up the = 


/ 


namely, Mrs. Chapin, Mrs. Britton, Mrs. 
Welsh, Mrs. Richards, Mrs. Giberson, 
Mrs. George, Mrs. Murdock, Miss Cobb, | 
Miss Mary Phillips, Miss Muriel Tap- 
pan, Miss M. Adele Haszard, Mr. Solo- 

mon Talbot, Mr. Henry F. Talbot, Mr. 
Tappan, Mr. Peach and Mr. Britton. 

_ At the appointed time, 3.30, the dif- 
ferent ones began to assemble; some 
came in an automobile, some in a car- 
carriage, some in the electrics, while a 
few took shank’s mare. Nevertheless all 
arrived in good season, enthusiastic and 
with pleasant greetings for each other. 
The weather was all that could be de- 
sired, and Mr. Tappan with his usual 

kindly interest had supplied each mem- 

ber with a fan, on the back of which 

was a sketch of our intended walk, ex- 

-ecuted by his own pen. 

Mr. Talbot was our leader. The first 
stopping place of historical interest was 
the railroad bridge on Maskwonicut 
street. Here Mr. Talbot gave us some 
|interesting points. In 1737 a sawmill 
held the place of the present bridge, 
and was in existence until all the logs 
in that vicinity had been cleared 
away, which was about 1760, when it 
changed hands and became a grist mill 
until about 1835, when the railroad com- 
pany had to get a special act of the 
legislature before it could destroy the 
mill privilege. 

The bridge was made double, one 
section for the railroad and the other. 
for the brook. It has been raised twice | 
to avoid accidents and as we crossed we. 
were informed by our leader that in 
former times there had been a residence 
between the brook and Mr. Luff’s house. | 
In this house lived Edward French who 
ran the mill until after 1800.. He was a 
musician and it was he who composed 
the tune known as “New Bethlehem” 
for the ordination of Rev. Mr. Whitaker 
who was the second minister in Sharon. 
| We inspected some timbers in Mr.. 
‘Luff’s barn which were over two hundred 


Quling.. foe Jet? OS. 


years old. A little further on we 

noticed a large oak tree said to be over 

one hundred years old. 

_ Phe next place of importance was Mr. 
Talbot’s home. This was found a most! 
pleasant stopping place for more reas- 
pees than’ one. Mr. Talbot informed us 
eae the house was built by Mr. Caleb 
Johnson about 1774. Our party, auto- 
mobile, carriage and all, were invited | 
‘into his grounds, where we were cor-— 
dially welcomed by his daughter, Mrs. 
_Chapin. The first thing that Mr. Tal- 
bot called our atteption to was _his 
poultty yard, which ¢onsisfel of several 
broods of chickens and a gouily number 
of guinea hens. , 

He then conducted us beyond his 
house to a road which Jeads to Mask- 
wonicut Meadow. This is a very beau- | 
tiful piece of country and was a favorite 
place for the Indians to hunt otters and | 
beavers. We wound. our way back | 
slowly, finding here and there a cluster | 
| 


of wild strawberries. The Dorchester | 
} 


Proprietors’ map was shown, on which 
is a lot containing “a meadow called. 
| Maskwonicut meadow.” 

| After this delightful tour of the 
grounds we were pleasantly surprised to 
find a table spread under the trees with 
tempting refreshments. It seems that 
Mr. Talbot had still further considered 
the comfort of the party and provided 
the treat. While we were enjoying our 
refreshments, our attention was called 
to the hinges on Mr. Talbot’s barn and 
‘we were told that they were about 114 
years old. Mr. Britton exhibited a fam- 
“ous bugle long ago the property of a 
distinguished musician, on which also 
the present proprietor is no ordinary 
performer. 

Resuming our walk in the direction 
of Richards street we noted the ruins 
of the Richards house. Mr. Talbot gave 
us an interesting account of the Hawes 
family, who were very early settlers in 
'Sharon, living somewhat in the rear of 
| Richards street. It was Mr. Richards 
/who had planted the trees along the 
ade on either side. 5; 

As we came to a particularly beautiful | 
spot, not only the view was most pic- | 
turesque but the coloring itself was like | 
a rainbow. While our eyes were being | 
feasted with the Sight Miss Muriel Tap- | 
pan read some extracts from William 

edsworth.’ The sentiments accorded | 
jwith ‘those naturally arising at such a) 
spot. | 


20 


— OS 


\ 


aa ere re ee 


*«< 
° 


Riid 


af & 
é ' 
toe 


Our next stenging: place was Chestnut 
Z e Cemetery, one of the” oldest in 


haron. We first visited Lieutenant 
‘olmes’ grave. vee toast in the iia 


Britton} Mrs. hare ‘and Miss Cobb. 
‘The next was the grave of a ave 
owned by ch ons Randall. He 
30 Randall and was the 

‘Sharon. He died Decem- 
aged 85 years. His head- | 


Lots 


“Three Children in there youth cut) 
down be 
There bodies buried in the ground. 
There father and there mother two 
Seé what the hand of God can do. 
They five in fourteen days did dy 
There bodies here in graves do ly.” 
‘Leaving the cemetery, we grouped our- 
selves for a snapshot or two from Mr. 
Britton’s camera. We then walked 
along Canton street past Erastus 0. 
|Fuller’s house and the cherished site of 
his ancestral home. Going under the 
railroad at the “low bridge,” noticing 
the spring, near Mr. Brown’s and the 
disused watering place for teams at the 
crossing of Beaver brook, we waited a 
short time for a return ride to our 
homes on the new open car just placed 
‘on the tracks by the railway company. | 
All agreed that health, information and 
ane were gained from our walk. 
i MM ADELE HASZARD. 
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HE RIDGE HILL RAMBLE. 


- The first oc the Autumnal Ran:- 
bles under the direction of the Sha- 
ron Historical Society, which had 
ben planned for Sept. oth, and ot 
which the members and friends of 
the society had been duly notified, 
‘was on Saturday last undertaken 
and enjoyed by twenty-one persons 
wags. 4, 

Mr and Mrs. A. Alden Cargent+r 

Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Britton. 

‘Mr and Mrs. William B. Holmes 
and Miss Harriet N. Holmes. 

_ Mrs. Florence A. Murdock. 

Miss Gertrude M. Cobb. 

Miss Muriel Tappan. 

Miss Mary N. Phillips. 

Mrs. Lillian C. George. 

Mrs. Harriet M. Chapin. 

Miss Dora M. Leonard. 

Mrs. E. B. Mills. 

. Miss S$. Dorothy Drake. 

Mrs. N. W. Bowman, and 
Messrs. Solomon Talbot, Eugene 
Tappan, J. G. Phillips and John A. 
Bowman. 

Three private carriages, one au- 
tomobile and a two-horse barge 
were employed to carry the party. 

Starting from the spuare at 3.15 
the first stage of the trip was by the 
way of Billings and East streets to 


' Rock Ridge cemetery, where a halt 


was made to pay a visit to the old 
cellar in the rear of the cemetery, 
which marks the birthplace of Gen. 
Benjamin Tupper of Revolutionary 
fame and perhaps the foremost of 
Sharon's Revolutionary heroes. 


The site of the dwelling is also 


marked by a tall Savin tree and at 
the time of our visit the barberry 


bushes growing out from amongst 
the stones of the old cellar were la- 


den with an unusually brilliant dis 
play of fruit. 
It is said that the road formerly 
ran a number of rods east of the 
_fresent location of East street, 


which would have made the home 
of the Tupper family less remote 
than now. 

per family, less remote than now. 

The bugle under the control of 
Mr. Britton pealed forth in inspir- 
ing tones a salute to General Tup- 
per, and a paper prepared by Mr. 
Talbot was read which gave an in- 
teresting acount of the family of 
the hero and narrated some of the | 
hardships with which they were be- 
set im his youth. In a letter recent- 
ly received from a_ great grand- 
daughter of Gen. Tupper living in 
Marietta, Ohio, the writer says: 
“T wish to co-operate with the Shar 
on society in bringing to light ob- 
scured distinction of General Benj. 
‘i upper.” 

The party then recrossed the cem- 
tery and paid a visit to the grave 
of the military heroine Deborah | 
Samj;son, who enlisted under the 
name of Robert Shurtleff, serving 
with Lenor in the war for indepen-| 
d:nce, und studied the inscription 
yon the stone. 

Another grave, unmarked» save 
ky a small natural boulder, was 
pointed out as the last resting 
place of the body of Edmund 
Quincy, another patriot and soldier 
of the Revolution, and who, it is 
Lelieved, cast the first cannon in the | 
country from iron ore mined in the | 
region of Massapoag pond. 

From this point the route was tak- 
en up on foot across the fields to 
the Ridge, so called, which was 
reached by a foot path up an easy 
ascent. This Ridge although fa- 
miliar by name and general loca- | 
tion to most of the company had | 
actually been explored- for its 
entire length by but one of the par- | 
ty and the ideas concerning it were 
vague. lt runs a mile or soin a 
southerly and westerly direction in 
circuitous course towards the lake, 
elevated some twenty-five feet 
above the bordering meadows, and 
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EDWIN G. BATES, PeritTioner, Appellant, 
Vv. 


MARY BATES er AL., ADMINISTRATORS. 


SUFFOLK COUNTY. 


BRIEF OF MARY BATES AND EDWARD C. 
BATES, Survivinc ADMINISTRATORS, Appellees. 


Outing Seplimber 23,1705. 


A MASSAPOAG | 
AFTERNOON 


Among the attiaictionser ¢ Sharon 
Massapoag pond holds an impor- 
tant place It is al:andsome sheet 
of water centrally located and ‘en- 
closed with streets running close by 
the pond.. It might seem unneces-_ 
sary for an historical party to vis- 
+t so weli known a spot; but those 
who took the society’s ramble to 
that place on Saturday, September 
23, wer> pleased and _ profited. 
Leaving the electric car at its ter- 
minus at the corner of Garden st 
attention was called to the old stone 
school district bourd, with initial 
letters of school districts on its. 
sides. Another such stone was ex- | 
amined at the corner of Beach st. 
end East Foxborough street. These 
two last named streets were walk- 
ed upon, and then the wide beach 
was crossed to the boat landing 
where lay the launch “Marion.” To 
the surprise of the party, all were 
asked to step aboard, and Mr. Eu- 
gene Lombard skilfully conducted 
his little propeller around the pond. 
The trip occupied twenty-five min- 
utes, 
~ Mr. Frederic Endicott of Canton 
showed the company his maps of 
the-pond. He poiuted out on the 
beach large rocks that had plow- 
ed their way towards the shore, be- 
ing impelled by ice-movements. A 
sight woithy of the visit and of 
further observation was the old 
pond bank still standing as of 

any years ago. This interesting 

idge forms at the place the wester- | 


ly boundary of Beach street, a lit- | 
tle north of Burkhardt’s grove. 
The pond bank is two or three feet | 
high; and it now has a fence run-| 
ring alorg its top. On the other 


‘side of the bank is a low swampy 


patch of land. The attentive ob- 
server will notice that this little 
ridge is built up above the level of 
the ground on either side. It has 
evidently been there 2 long time, for 
large tree. are growing on its top. 
How came the ridg= there? 

Mr. Endicott surveyed the pond 
in 1870, tefore many improvements 
had been made on the shores, and | 
cave special atentio. to the ancient 

water ine of the pond; for it is 
well known that upwards of a cen- 
‘tury ago the water !vvel was higher 
than it has been since. Now in 
1870 the old pond hank was to a 
a aans le extent still existing. 

Since then the building of streets | 
and other changes lave obliterated 
the greater part of the boundary 
ridge; but fortunately this piece of 
pond bank on Beach street has sur- 
\ived, and is likely to stay as it 
forms the western boundary of the 
town way at that point. 

Mr. Endicott answers our ques- | 
tion by the statement that the pond | 
bank was built by the action of the, 
yond, particularly in the slow and 
; owerful force exerted in the move. 
ment of ice over the beaches. Thus | 
by a practical illustration on the 
spot, did our experienced g guide ex- 
plain the scientific paper on the 
Massaporg pond bank prepared by. 
him for the historical society and | 
read last April. In that paper, he | 
said, ‘At the present time many 
tatural features are disappearing 
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more or ‘ess rapidiy. Streams are | 
being taken up as water supplies, 
ridges or glacial moraines are used | 
for filling up land or building roads | 
and many other changes are taking 
place. Historical societies have a 
reculiar interest in preserving . 
-memory of things that are passing | 
away, and in this hope I have en-| 
Geavored to record a remembrance 
of one of the minor features which 
has been nearly destroyed.” 

The neme Massapoag is of In- 

dian origin. In old papers .and 
plans the form is often Mashapoag. 
Trumbulis Natick (Indian) Dic- 
(tionary (owned by < society ) 
names “-pog or -paug” as Se in 
compound words and meaning “wa- | 
ter;” “‘missi or mishe” as meaning | 
“peat,” The dictionary quotes a 
phrase used in Eliot’s Indiaa I3:b'e 
in the renJering of ihe word “much 
water.” The text ‘s John 3:23. 
John was baptizing in a c2tan 
|pla.e, “because there was muci .- 
icr therc.”,The correspondin= ::. | 
(i-n word there found for “rai.h 
iad *s*“mishippag (or m she- 
‘pog): Our Massapcag or Masha- 
poag séems not unhke “Mishepog” 
which signifies “mush water.” Andi 
this has heen the uszal meaning at- 
tributed te it. 

The early autumn sun and ‘air 
were delightful, the beauty of 
vine-covered trees, Nature’s tracery 
of stems, the aboun.ling asters and 
golden rods did not escape our. no- 
tice. Attention was given to the 
‘arge growth of blueberry bushes | 
rear the water, w:th well-beaten | 
paths arcund each bush. In for- 
mer times a village !:orseman would 
go a-berrving here, and fill his pail 
with the best berries from the top 
of the bushes while he sat in hissad- 
dle. 


Crossin.. Cedar street, we walked 
the length of Gun House street. 
|On the cerner south of Dr. W. Bry- 
‘ant Guy’s house-was once the town 
gun house. Standing by its site | 
Mr. Salomon Talbct spoke of, the 
old families of the neighborhood. 
| This locality was quite a centre 
years ag», and almost as large a 
hamlet as other collections of 
houses in town. The Randalls, the 
-Reynoldses and theHewinses — will 
never be forgotten. Here lived 
Boston Randall, a relic of Massa- 
chusetts Negro slavery, whose hon- 
ored grave is in the-Chestnut Tree 
Cemetery. Determined to see ev- 
erything, some of the company 
picked a few beachiuts from trees 


overhanging the fence, and looked | 


into a stable where a proud owner 
| exhibited her favorite cow. 
These walks are a pleasant recre- 
_etion, promote good feeling, gather 
together a delightful and unselfish 
company, afford opportunities to 
learn about one’s own town, geo- 
graphicaliy and socially, and show 
the attractive side of historical re- 
search. 
The foliowing weve present:. Mr. 


jand Mrs, Ellery C. Britton, Marjo- 


rie Britton, Mrs Alpert F. Cas- 


| well, Harriet M. Chapin, James M. 


E. Drake, S Dorothy Drake, Almon 
>. Dyer, Lizzie J. L. Dyer, Mr. and 
Mrs Frederic Endicott, Mary F. 
Giberson, Mrs. W. bryant Guy, 
Eliza J. Kempton, Miss Kimball, 
Sarah M. Mansfield, Eliza B. Mills, 
Florence A. Murdcck, Mrs. Ohl- 


son, James N. Pringle, Isabel Ray- 


| 


rolds, Solomon ‘Talbot, Eugene 


Tappan, Mrs. Vinton, Dora Welsh. 
The next outing, October 14, willbe 
a drive over the old post road. 


EUGENE TAPPAN. 
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_ @ guarantee of ociigigy Piak Mr. Carpenter sat on the coa@hmian’s seat 
of the barge,” - ” 

Midway on the post road section, Mr. B. Frank Rhodes and wife 
greeted the company, exhibited curious heirlooms, and distributed a 
bountiful supply of Seckel pears. The immense esh tree, 1: ft. and 
five in. ir girth, standing in from of the house, received our admiration, 
as had a little before the beautiful oak trees near the intcrsction of 
Baker, street by Mr. Guild’s house. The strains from the bugle of 

) “Marching through Georgia’”’ embcldened us to start on the semi-peril- 
ous passage through the thickets: of County street, as the lower por- 
ticn of the old post road is called. 

Arrived on South Main street, the party, by previous invitation of 
Mr. Amos H. Whiple, drew up at the beautiful quarters of the Tudor 
Farm Motar Car Club. Landlord Whipple favori:ly known xs the pro- 
prietor of the Copley Square E‘otel in Boston, and the vice president of 


the Motar Car Club, gave us # hearty welcome. We walked on the 


broad platform surrourding the former Tudor house and entered into 
the recently constructec pavillion, which oceupics the entire space be- 
tween the main house and tine szore of the delightful Wolomolopcag 
pord. To the water there is a broad descent of commodious stairs. 
The beautiful surface of the pond was otherwise enclosed by trees with 
brillint autumn tints, and the sun near the u.rizon glowed in the 
west. A boat was plying on the water. As the historical group led by 
our polite and generous host was suddenly confronted with the view 
of the lake, trees and’ sunset in the agreeable warmth of mid- 
die October, the one word “beautiful” escaped our lips and express- 
| ed our united thought. We commended Mr. Whipple who had discov- 
| ed and adorned such a beauty spot of land and. water in_ beautiful 
SO) rae stk Re ae SCA 
But there were other gooil things for the taste; and the guests sat 
down in th pavillion ard partvok of a fine repast freely furnished by 
‘\ our host. Bouillion, chicken sandwiches, ereamed scalleps and tea, in 
' turn, were served with clegance and partaken with pleasure. 
, Some words of appreciation were addressed to our entertainer and 
three rousing cheers uttered for kim. Mr. Whipple responded in an 
| easy manner. There was-a response of “Auld Larg Syne.” It was 
half past five o’ciock, and the time to leave, as our Boston friend, Mr. 
Hewins, was to take his six o’clock train. Perhaps a gentle sigh es- 
caped us on quitting the place. We remembered the lines of William 

Shenstone :— 

“Who’er has travelled life’s dull round, 
Where’er his stages may have been, 
May sigh to think he still has found 
The warmest welcome at our Inn.” 
At Osear L. Dorr’s place, Mr. Hewins pointed out “Amasas path,” 
which is the well-defined walk leading siong the easterly side of the 
| pond to the swimming pool. This path was made early in the last 
century by his father, Amasa Hewins, a native of Sharon, who stud- 
ied art in Italy for many years, had a studio in Beston, and was_por- 
trait painter of celebrity. The society will take further notice of “Am- 
asa’s path.” Arrived in the square in abundant season for all to 
reach their homes on time. the company dispersed, conyinced of the 
value and plasure of lersi history. “Mo 
Those whu went were Mrs. J. ‘1. Bowman, Mss. i}.omas W. Bradshaw, 
- Ellery C. Britton, wife and daughter, A. Alden Carpenter, M. Imogene 
Carpenter, Marion A. Davenport, Mrs. Davis, Almon J. Dyer, Mary A. 
Giberson, Mrs. D. D. Goddard, Faith Goddard, Mattie H Green, William 
L. Maskel, J.len SN. Views, MW, tiem B. Holmes, wii* and daugatesr. Eva 
H. Kimball, Dora M. Leonard, William R. Mann, Julia A. Mann, Eliza 
B. Mills, Florence A. Murdock, John G. Phitys, James N. Pringte, 
Gertrude F. W. Richards, Eugene Tappan, Solomon Talbot, Henry F. 
Talbot, Mrs. Vinton, Mr, Warren and wife, Dora Welch, Eliza L. White. 
EUGENE TAPPAN. 


Outing, Ocloter. 28/905, 


THE LAST OF THE SEASON. 


| On Saturday afternoon, October 28ta, 
1905, another ramble was enjoyed ly 
the Sharon Historical Society. Twenty- 
four of its members assembled in the 
square at three o’clock; and before start 
ing Mr. Tappan exhibited a pen and ink 
sketch of the old Paul Revere bell which 
for many years has hung in the Unita- 
rian church steeple and which still is 
doing good service. As the square was 
crossed, some stopped to note the old 
site of Pettee & Colhurn’s store, and the 
improvement in location was remarked 
upon. 
| The walkers were acompanied by a 
carriage and an automovile which had 
to be abandoned in a short time as the 
ws to be a woodland walk. At the | 
Choate house,now occupied by Mr. Jo- 
seph E. Spear, the party left the road 
and passed through the estate to a path 
back of the house which led to the El- 
lis place. But they halted awhile~ to 
meet Mr. Spear who most cordially bade 
the party welcome. The old site of the 
first school house was pointed out. Now 
a graceful ash tree marks the spot which 
is between Mr. Spear’s and Mr. Poole’s 
places near the, road. All enjoyed in-- 
specting the pigeons and their houses. | 
As the party continued its way along 
the pretty wood path, it was remark- 
ed that some one had most kindly brush- 
ed the leaves away, and all thank Mr. 
Spear for his thoughtfulness and courte- 
sy. 
It was a lovely afternoon to walk, one 
of those grey days which have a pecu- | 
liar charm of their own, and warm for 
the time of year.. The bit of country 
through which we passed was a pretty 
stretch, and there was just enough col- 
or left in the foliage to make the land- 
scape beautiful, through the glory of 
the autumn had passed. In the midst of 
this path we paused again to examine 
a new gift to the society presented by 
Mr. Otis Tolman of Sharon and Mrs. 
Louisa Tolman Jones of Stoughton. It 
was an ancient piece of printed cotton, 
the design having been made by Benj. 


Hewins, a great great uncle of the don- 
ors. This is to be framed and will be a 
pleasing addition to the collection of 
the Society. 

Soon the open was reached and here 
the remains of a cellar were found, mark 
ing the spot where once the Ellis house 
had stood. Additions had been made 
to the party along the way, and await- 
ing them were several more, among 
them Mr. Solomon Talbot who was pre- 
|pared to give the history of that local- 
ity. As one glanced about, the spot sug 
gested solitude, no houses visible in the 


vicinity, only the railroad track beyond | 


connecting it with civilization, and yet 
this spot was once the scene of a thriy- 
ing industry. 

As is already well known, iron was 
made in Sharon around Massapoag and 
on Moose Hill and as there were no 
forges nearer than Canton, it seemed de- 
sirable that one be built in Sharon. So 
in 1725 a few of the leading citizens, 
in connection with iron workers in Can- 
ton, bought four acres of land in this 
vicinity bordering on Beaver brook. A 


forge and a dam were built by the brook 


and a house on the site of the old cel- 
lar. Here iron business was carried on 
for a number of years. The company 
consisted of Kvenezer Jones, Peter Lyon, 
and Timothy Jones of Canton, and Ben- 
jamin Hewins, John Hixon and Ephraim 
\Payson of Sharon. 


whose house on Depot street was the 
only one within a mile. 

He had two daughters; the oldest mar- 
ried Bednjamin Harlow of Plymouth, 
who was a bloomer in the iron works, 
and one of the first workmen employed; 
‘the other daughter married Isaac John- 
son, whose father Benjamin bought the 
forge property in 1744 and carried on the 

iron works. It was ke who made the 
great hinges for the doors of the church. 
At his death in 1760 the forge lot was 
left to his son Isaac. He had a large 
family of children. At his death in 1795 
he was survived by his wife. Later when 
she died the farm was divided among the 
children. 


This land was bought of Mr. Hobbs, 


i 


The forge building came to Obed John 


; son who used it for dressing cloth and 


carding wool for several years. 

For many years the house was occu- 
pied by various families, among them 
the grand parents of George Johnson, 
one of our respected citizens. 

The last occupant, who resided there, 
at the time of the building of the rail- 
road in 1834-5-6 until his death in 1842, 
was Edward Ellis, an Englishman, who 
came here to live with his daughter Bet- 
sey, his wife having died on the voy- 
age over. Mr. Ellis was a kindly man 
and on good terms with his neighbors 
who gave him permission to gather fire- 


| wood from their woods. He was near- 


ly blind, and the old man, with a bundle 
of fagots on his back, was a familiar 


| sight. He died at the age of eighty- 


two. His daughter Betsey lived twenty 


| years longer, and will be well remember- 


ed by many of the older inhabitants. 
She was a’kindly person and very help- 
ful in the community. After Mr. El- 
lis’ death the house was«soon torn down 
by Josiah Johnson and used in the con- 
struction of a barn. This Josiah John- 
son also built the Choat house. 

At this point a surprise was in store 


| for the party. Mr. Talbot stated that 


he wished to give a sketch of Mrs. Eli- 
zabeth B. Hinckley of Milton, who was 


| born in Sharon in a house built by her 
| great grandfather, Lieut. Jacob Estey, 


in 1750 on Canton street north of Chest- 
nut Tree Cemetery. Later, after the 
father’s death, the family bought the 


| parsonage and there resided. 


Forty-five years ago Elizabeth moved 
to Dorchester. She married Thomas 
Hinckley, an artist of renown. In his 
early days he came to Sharon on hunt- 
ing and fishing trips, and being charmed 
with the beauty of the place made 
sketches, and one of peculiar interest, 
particularly at this time, remained in 
his portfolio all these years. 

Mrs. Hinckley having heard of the 
ramble planned for October twenty-eight 
requested Mr.Talbot to present to the so 
ciety at that time this pen and ink 
sketch neatly framed bearing on the 
back this inscription,— 


Sketch of Blind Ellis and his home by 
Thomas Hinckley, 
Sept. 25, 1837. 
Presented to Historical Society by Eli- 
zabeth Hinckley. 

A thrill of excitement passed over the | 
company as the picture was removed 
from its wrappings and displayed be- 
fore them. There was the valley in 
which they was standing, and old blind 
Ellis with his bundle of fagots crossing 
the bridge, and beyond through the trees 
was a glimpse of the homestead. Mr. 
Tappan burst out with “Isn’t this splen- 
did?‘ and a murmur of applause was 
heard from all. Then Mr. Dyer moved 
that a vote of thanks be sent MrsHinck- 
ley in behalf of. the Society ;this was 
enthusiasm, and three 
given for Mrs. 


carried with 
rousing cheers were 
Hinckley. 

The party then moved on to inspect the 

old dam. A few of them having heard 

that a stone wall would have to be 

crossed during the trip decided to sur- 

mount this difficulty in advance of the 

others. So over the wall they clamb- 

ered, and what was their chagrin to see 

the others sail by them, and in order to 

see the dam that wall of difficulty had 

to be surmounted again. 

Now through a wire fence they went 
to the old dam. There many of the par- 
ty were gallantly led across a plank ov- 
er Beaver Brook, and though some 
quaked inwardly and longed for that 
bridge which blind Ellis traversed so 
many years ago the passage was accom- 
plished in perfect safety. Much interest 
was manifest in picking out the probable 
location of the artist in sketching the 
picture. On the return Mr. Tappan and 
Mr. Dyer went down in the hollow at 
the right of the dam to hunt for slag, 
thus to prove the location of the forge. 
They were successful,and many brought 
away specimens to prove to the stay at 
at homes that it was really so. 

The return trip was made through the 
Brooks lot to Mr. Philips place. Here 
a tour of his grounds were made and 
much interest was shown in a big bould- 
er. One of the more enterprising of 
the number mounted to the top, but de- 
clined to answer the request forasong. | 


The wa!k trough these grounds was very 
much enjoyed, for all natural beauties 
have ben kept and many ferns and wild 
flowers have been planted here and there 
As the party neared the house Mr. Phil- 


lips announced that Mrs. Phillips was | 


waiting to receive the party in door 
and all were cordially invited to remain; 
and thus the last walk of the season 
closed with a most delightful social hour 

Mrs. Phillips and her daughter were 
assisted in entertaining by Mrs. Isabelle 
H. Stanley and Mrs. Marie Hilda Brit- 
tain. Afternoon tea was served during 
which time Mrs. Stanley rendered two 
charming songs, Waiting and Shoogy- 
Sho. 

‘Two more gifts were presented to the 
Society at this time by Mr.Phillips. One 
was an original survey of the Curtis 
farm as laid out by the Congregational 
chureh, conveying much of theland trav- 
ersed by the party and including the site 
of Mr Philips estate. The other gift 
was a birds-eye view of Sharon, framed. 

Unfortunately three people had dif- 


ficulty in overtaking the party in the 
ramble Two of them however  suc- 


ceeded in finding them by the dam af- | 


ter needless wandering, ut Mrs. Martha 
Hewins was not successful in her at- 
tempt until she joined the merry compa- 
ny at the Phillipses. We hope she was 


compensated by having her first auto- 


| mobile ride that afternoon. She remem 


bers when Mr. Phillips’ place was a 
hucklebery pasture, a favorite resort of 
the schcol children at recess. Pe. 

All present most heartily .appreciated 


_ the generous hospitality of the President 


Mr. John G Phillips, and his family in 
entertaining the members of the walking 
partyin so delightful way in their beau 
tiful home, and it was with enthusiasm 
that Mr. Tappan’s motion to thank him 
for the enjoyment of the afternoon was 
carried. To this the president responded 


in his genial way. A vote was also tak- | 


en to thank Mr. Talbot for his interest- 
ing and instructive talk of the histori- 


| cal spot visited. Mr. Talbot was ninety- 


one in September, and the society feels 
great interest in its oldest member, still 
so hale and hearty. 

All were requested to put their names 
in the guest book before deprting, and 
each lady was presented with a pink. As 
we separated all felt, I know, that the 
President's afternoon was the best of all. 

Thirty-seven were present including 
members and friends. 

Marie Hilda Brittain. 

Emery C. Britton, Canton. 

Maajierie 3i{ tton, Canton. 

Hattie Chapin. 

Gertrude M. Cobb. 

Lealia A. Collins, Newton 

Edith Dustin, Gloucester. 

Almon J. Dyer. 

Lizzie J. L Dyer. 

Amanda M Eddy. 

Adelaide M. Fernald. 

Eibridge M Fernald. 

Carrie W. Fernald 

Mary I. Giberson. 

Edmund H. Hewins. 

Martha M Hewins. 

Mary L. Hixson. 

Ellen J. Horace. 

Eliza J. Kempton and dog Rex. 

Susan L Manchester, Newport R. I. 

Eliza B. Mills. 

D. Webster Pettee. 

Myra F. Pettee. 

John G Phillips. 

Mary W. Phillips. 

Anna G. Phillips. 

Mary N Phillips 

Benjamin Raynolds 

Ruth Raynolds 

Gertrude F. W. Richards. 

Anna M. Shepard. 

Joseph E Spear. 

Isabelle H. Stanley. 

Solomon Talbot. 

Eugene Tappan. 

Mary F. Tarr, Rockport. 

Eva C. Woodbridge. 

CARRIE W FERNALD. 
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Ordination of Osmond J. 
| Billings. » 


Jlsug thx Keund Oct 3,190 


An interestting Sharon event 
takes place on Wednesday, Oci- 
ober 4, in the Congregational 
church. At 3.15 o'clock in the 
_ afternoon, an ecclesiastical coun- 
cil will assemble te examine Mr. | 
Osmond J. Billings, who presents 
himself as a candidate for ordina- 
tion to the ministry. This coun- 
cil chosen for the occasion will be 
‘made up of a delegation front 
each of the churches of the same 
order in the seven towns which 
cluster about Sharon, to which 
are joined churches in Greenwich, 
Connectieut, and Worcester, with 
the following individuals: Rev. 
Grove F. Elkins of Millbury, 
Rev. F. K. Sanders of Boston, 
Rev. R. S. Hubbard of Wilton, 
N. H., Prof. L. O. Brastow of 
New Haven, Conn., Rev. Perley 
B. Davis of West Roxbury, Rev. 
George F. Stanton of Boston, and 
Rev. Albert W. Hitchcock of 
Worcester. 

__ The letters missive sent by the 
Sharon church to the invited 
members read as follows : 

“The Congregational church in 
Sharon, Mass. to the Congrega- 
tional church in (the place ad- 
dressed) sendeth greeting. Dear 
Brethren: Whereas the Great 
Head of the church has, as we be- 
lieve, called one of our members, , 
Osmond J. Billings, to the Chris- 
tian ministry, we and he mutually 
request your attendance by your 
pastor and a delegate, in Ecclesi- 
astical Council, at our house of 
worship in this place, on the 
fourth day of October next, at) 
3.15 o'clock p. m. to examine the 
candidate, and if judged expedient, 
to ordain the same to the Chris- 
tian Ministry. 

[Signed by the committee.]” 

The Council will organize by 
choosing a moderator and a scribe. 
The candidate will make a perti- 
nent statement of his reasons for 
entering the clerical profession 
and of his personal views on re- 
ligious subjects. Such a state- 
ment is usually followed by close 


questions from both the clerical 
and the lay members of the 
Council to the candidate. Many 
times the examiners would them- 
selves differ widely in the answers 
that they would make if the ques- 
tions had been addressed to them. 
So it will be worth attention to 
learn what the Council considers 
interrogatories, and what are the 
opinions of the young minister on 
the matters inquired about. 

All this examination is in pub.| 
lic; but at its completion, the| 
ecclesiastical body will move to) 
be by itself, and in private will go 


over the .results of the examina- 
tion, deciding whether it is ex- 


pedient to ordain the candidate. 
This being satisfactorily adjudged, 
the Council prepares for the pub- 
lic ordination services of the eve-' 
ning which will take place at 7.30 | 
in the same church. 

The proposed ev ning exercises 
are a statement by the moderator, 
reading of the records by the 
scribe, sermon by Rev. Albert W. 
Hitchcock of Worcester, ordain- 
ing prayer by Rev. Almon J. 
Dyer of Sharon, right hand of 
fellowship by Rev. Grove F. El- 
|kins of Millbury, charge to the 
candidate by Rev. Perley B. Davis 
of West Roxbury, with other 
prayers, music and scripture read- 
ing, closing with Rev. Osmond J. 
Billings pronouncing the benedic- 
tion—his first public exercise as 
an ordained clergyman in his, 
chosen profession. 

Midway between the public! 
"sessions, the Council will sit 
down to a supper prepared by the 
ladies of the parish and served in 
the vestry. The ordination ser- 
vices will be eagerly followed by 
the friends of Mr. Billings, who 
have watched with pleasnre his 
successful career in Amherst 
College and in Yale Divinity 
School, and can attest to his good- 
ness of heart, his quickness of in-| 
tellect, his integrity and his inter- 
est in human nature, which, in 
the opinion of your lay corres- 
pondent, are good qualities for 
the occupant alike of the pulpit 
or the pew. 


} 


Eugene Tappan. | 


ORDINATION OF — 


state : J.BILLINGS 
Wek 

T ie Council of churches conve 1- 
ed in the Congrega:enal church in 
| Sharon on Wednesday to examine 
| Mr_ Bill’ ngs, a candidate for the 
| ministry, and if found qualified, to 
| ordain him. The examination took 
place in the aiternoon and the ordi- 
nation ‘1 the evening. Both meet- 
| ings wer: public, and unusually at- 
tractive end instructive. 

The members of he ecclesiastical 
| council were Rev. Thomas Bick- 
ford and Deacon’ Darling of 
Stoughton, E. P. Fitts of Mans- 

field, Rev Edward “vans and Ben- 
{jamin F. Boydon uf Foxborough, 
Mrs, Caroline A. Cobb of East Wal 
joie, Rev. Augustine P. Manwell of 
| Carton, Rev. Almon J. Dyer and 
| arthur D. Colburn of Sharon,- A 
| Mathews cf Worcester, Rev. Grove 
F, Ekins of Millbury and Rey. Per- | 
tey B. Davis of West Roxbury. 

The council was organized by the 
choice of Mr. Bickford as modera- 
tor and Mr. Manwell as_ scribe. 

After prayer by the moderator, 
Mr. Osmond J. Billings presented 
his credertials of scholarship and 
church standing, together with his 
license to preach anc the reeord of 
his call te the Memorial church in 
Worcester; after which he read an, 
interesting paper concerning his re- 
ligious beliefs, his reason for en- 
tering th. ministry and his views 
of the doctrines of the church. 
| Among other things he said: “I be- 

ieve that I am a christian. | was | 
born in a christian home where chris 
tianity lay at the foundation. I 


felt that I ought to serve my fel- 
low men. The minister has oppor- 
tunity such as no other man has. I 
| should not be satisfied in any other 
occupation. The christian has a 
conception of God s«-fficient and ad- 
cquate fer right living. The turn- 
ing of a sou! to God here or in any 
ether sphere would not be lost to, 
God. Sin caused God sorrow and’ 
pain. Christ represented the atti- | 
tude of God towards - sin. Je- 
sus laid emphasis on the sins of the 
inner life. My purpose is to bring | 
God and the church to the attention | 
of men—to be the human link be- 
tween man and Christ. These de- 
fached sentences are here giver 
without the speaker’s revision, and. 
tor want of their connection may 
| not do h’m full justice. 
The roll of members of the coun- 
cil was then called, and quite a! 
number of them put questions to. 
the cand‘date, to which in answer- 
ing he said:- “In Sunday school 
work, th. quality ef instruction 
should be improved. It cannot be 
said that the prayer meeting is the 
pulse of the church, Christians 
cught to testify in other es as, 
well as iu the prayer meeting.” Mr. | 
‘Mathews, a member of Mr. Bill-| 
igs church in Worcester, stated | 
the great interest that church aval 
« its minister, saving, “He is a per- 
| fectly christian man. He is the 
man we want and we hope to keep 
him.” The council then voted to 
close the examination and to be by 
themselve:. They accordingly re- 
‘tired, and after corsideration re- 
turned to the assem)ly in the audi- 
torium, and annourced their unan- 
imous conclusion cf satisfaction | 
‘vith Mr. Billings an of their inten | 
tion to proceed with his ordination 
in the 2vening. 
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A committee appointed for the 
purpose reported 2 program of ev- 
ening services. 

_ Supper was served in the vestry 
to the covncil, at which there were 
whkty _1iter-dinner remarks. At 
7.30 o’cleck a good-sized audience 
gathered in the church. 
Rey. &. S. Hubbard of Wilton, | 
N H., read the scripture and Rev. | 
Edward Evans of Foxborough *) 
fered prayer. The sermon by Rev. 
Andrew Burns Cha!mers, D. D., of 
Worcester, was vigorous atui 
thoughtfvi.. “The permanent mo- 
tive of the ministry and the urgen- 
cy of the present opportunity,” was 
the subject. “I must work,” was 
the oft repeated phase. “Calvary,” 
he said, “is the most natural thing 
in the uiverse. It couldn’t have 
| been otherwise.” Referring to 
| Mr. Billurgs he said, “He comes to, 
| bring the light of God to those who 
sit in da:kness in cur city.” One. 
who ha! heard Hen-y Ward Beech- | 
er was .eminded of him ~in the’ 
| speaker’: ¢ppearanc: and manner. | 
| The or lining prayer of Mr. Dyer 
| Was impressive, the candidate at the | 
time kn+:ng at the pulpit side. | 
Near the close of the prayer ieee 
other m: .isters with Mr. Dyer | 
tzid the:- right han’s on the head 
of Mr, ui"lings and thus, while suit 
eble worc. were spoken, ordained 
lim to th< ministry. Rev. Grove F. 
Ekins gave the rizht hand of fel- 
lowship, «nd Rev. Perley B. Davis 
gave the charge to tie new clergy- 


h.an. 


In thi, charge was brought out 
ithe facts that 43 years ago in Feb- 
iuary, Mr Davis +v.us himself or- 
dained, +s well as installed, in that 
very spot, and afterwards spent 
“five delightful years” in Sharon. 
On June 17 of tha! same year, as 

(Lis first marriage ceremony, he uni- 
ted in m:rriage the parents of Os- 
mond J Billings. He recalled his 
i'midity in performing for the first 
time a sarriage ceremony, lest he 
should make a false step; but to- 
night he had the fullest confidence 
ef success in that his first effort. 
The audience was dismissed with 
benedicticn by Rev. Osmond J. Bill | 
ings, wn» thus hapnily engaged in| 
Lis first «ffort as an ordained cler- 
¢yman 1 the Conzregational de-| 
nomination. 
An antiiem at the beginning was. 
sung by a quartet consisting of 
Messrs. Dvrer and Caswell, © Mrs. 
Dyer and Mrs. Petter. The or- 
ganist wes Miss Ruth Dyer. 

Besides numerous friends in) 

Sharon pteseni, we ‘:cticed Mr. and | 
Mrs. Bere, former residents on the 
Dorr plice, Mrs. Clara Morse of 
East Walpole, Mrs. Farrington and | 
Mrs. Bickford of Stoughton, Mr. | 
-and Mrs. Samuel B. Capen of Bos- 
ton. It was a perfect October day 
| with the early autumn tints on the 
| foliage and a brilliantly painted sun 
set sky—a day of beauty and of 

consecration. 


EUGENE TAPPAN. 
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d J. Billings is 
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ie 1orial Congregational Church 
at Worcester. Apa 

SHARON, Oct 4—In the presence of a 
large congregation, the majority of 
whom have known him from childhood, 
Rev Osmond J. Billings was ordained to 
the Congregational ministry yi x iad Con- 

egational church, of which he has 
Seen for 10 years a member, this after- 
noon. 

The nation council convened in 
the pa do at 3:30. Rev Thomas Bick- 
ford of Stoughton was moderator. The 
delegates were Rev A. P. Manwell, Can- 
ton; Rev Thomas Bickford and cee 2 
J. A. Darling, Stoughton; Edwin F 
Fitts, Mansueld;. Rev Ab Evans 

amin. F. Boyden, bero; 
aime Cobb, Hast Walpole; A.. 
Matthews, orial church, Worcester; 
Rev Grove F. Ekins of Millbury; Re 
Perley B. Davis, West Roxbury, and 
Rev Kiraon J. Dyer and Arthur D. Col- 
burn of Sharon. / 


ey Tare : yu ; 
“" “ REV OSMOND J. BILLINGS, 
Pastor Memorial Congregational Church, 
Worcester. —- 2 


. The public ordination ceremonies were 
.held in the pas of a large congre- 
gation at 7:30 p m. . 

The Scripture lesson was_ read Py 
Rev Edward Evans of Foxboro, an 
praxey was offered by Rev George’ F. 
tanton of Boston, during whose pas- 
torate Rev Mr Billings became a mem- 
ber of the church. The ordination ser- 
mon was preached by Rev Dr Andrew 
Burns Chalmers, pastor of ah ge ke 
church, Worcester. Rev Almon J. Dyer 
of the local church offered the ordaining 


prayer, and the right hand of fellow-" 


ship was extended Rev Billings by 
Rev Grove F. Ekins Of Milibury his 
classmate in Amherst college. The 
char; to the candidate was delivered 
by Rev Perley B. Davis of West Rox- 
bury, a former pastor of the local 
ehurch. Music was furnished by a 
eee composed of Rev_A. J. Dyer, 

Ibert » Mrs A. J. Dyer and 
Mrs Charl Potter of this town. The 
benediction pronounced by Rev Mr 


Billings. . the afternoon and ' 


evening services a supper was served 
the visiting clergymen and delegates in 
the church vestry by the women of the 
church. Among the well-known per- 
sons prominent in the denomination 
present was Pres Sam B. Capen of 
Boston of the A. B. C. F. M. ph 

Osmond Jesse Billings was born here 
July 9, 1878. He is the youngest son 
of the late Deacon Sanford Waters 
Billings. Mr Billings graduated from 
the local high school as valedictorian in 
1894. and entered Amherst college, grad- 
uating in the class of 1900. After a year 
passed in teaching, he entered Yale 
theological school, from which he was 
graduated in 1905. In July he was called 
to the pastorate of the Memorial Con- 
fresesionel chureh, Worcester, assum- 
ng its duties Aug 1. 

Mr Billings comes from one of the 
best known families in the town, and 
unusual interest will be taken by the 
townspeople of all creeds in his future 
career, 
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John F. White, 


Ordination 


' The ordination of Osmond J. 
Billings as minister of the Con- 
gregational church took place 
Wednesday evening in the Con- 
gregational church. The sermon 


was given by Rev. Mr. Chalmers. 


of Worcester, the ordaining prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Ekins of Millbury, 
the charge to the candidate by 
Rev. Mr. Davis of West Roxbury 
and the benediction pronounced 
by Rev. Osmond Billings himself, 
Rev. Mr. Davis’ speech was par- 
ticularly interesting since he had 
married the parents of the young 
candidate and known him himself 


from his youth up. The examin- 


ation of the afternoon passed suc- 
cessfully. rt was _ particularly 
noted with what readiness Mr. 
Billings answered the questions 
put to him. A large number of 
the friends of the young minister, 
with whom he had lived as a boy 
in Sharon, and friends of his fam. 
ily gathered to witness the exer- 
cises of the day. Their hearty 
interest and best wishes were 
with him in the services and go 
with him to his charge in the 
Memorial church, Worcester. Rev 
Mr, Billings is a graduate of Am- 
herst in 1900 and of Yale Divinity 
School in 1905 and a young man 
of great promise and ability. 


iq 
} 
" 
tay 
1 
| 
| 
, 
\ 
Wi 
4 
i 
) 
q 


ae 


. XNDAMEATING 


“a 


AGENT FOR 


sf 


a ae , 
Bh oe in Gch: tees 


Dette Meeting of Halousal Soeialy , (405, 


hae SHARON NIGHT... 
eal r ; 

eteuliveiy Gisrestea penton tan 
ered together in the lower town hall, on 
Thursday evening, Oct. 26, to welcome 
Judge James H. Flint and to hear the 
historical paper read by John G. Phil- 
lips, president of the historical society. 
itwould be difficult to name any other 
quarterly meeting of the society more 

‘satisfactory than this meeting. 
| The able committee of arrangements, 
Arthur R. Fiske, Anna M. Shepard and 
Gertrude H. Delano, had decorated the 
hall with oak leaves and autumn flow 
‘ers, and fitted up a handsome tea table 
at which sat the pourers, Winifred Bow- 
man and Mattie H. Green. The tea of 
a fine quality was brewed at the hands 
of the committee themselves in the kitch 
en adjoining the hall, and was served at 
the twenty minutes intermission which 
occurred between’ the address of Judge 
Flint and that of President Phillips. 
Four young ladies were graceful wait- 
lesb Ruth V. Bowman, Elsie D. Hight, 
“Mildred Johnson and Pauline Shepard. 
This plan of midway recess has prov- 
ed acceptable to the members. A cup 
of tea tends to sociability and keeps 
the proceedings from being dry. The 
china used was loaned by god ffriends; 
but it would be a little more indepen- 
oe if aay, was the owner of 

saucers with spoons. 
| es St new members were lected 
Fred D. Standley, Isabelle H. Standley, 
B. Frank Rhoades, Lillian C. George, 
Thomas 8S. Prouty, Eben S. Hewins, 
Louisa Hewins. The membership ex- 
eeeds 200. The terms of membership 
are $1.00 membershlp fee to be paid on 
joining, and a yearly due of 50 cents 
to be paid at the April meeting. If any 
one is in arrears, the treasurer Arthur 
D. Colburn will be glad to receive the 

amount. 
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It was pleasant to be honored with the 
presence of the Judge of the Probate 
Court for the county and to hear his 
words of cheer. The value of practical 
knowledge of historical places was com- 
mented upon; and referene made to the 


Oe 


the Society during the presnt year. 

Mr. Phillips address was a careful in- 
quiry into the origin of the several 
names which from time to time have 
‘designated the territory now called 
Sharon. 
| As a relief to the more serious part of 
the discussion, a fanciful dialogue was 
introduced on the subject of naming the 
town. The scene was at the state house 


where Gov. Hancock conversed with Rev. | 


Phillip Curtis, the first minister, and 
half a dozen patriots of Stoughtonham, 
‘as to the final name to be given to the 
town. When the drama of Sharon is 
put upon the boards, this episode should 
form, a scene of one of the acts. 

Mrs. Potter sang with effect the 
‘words of Robert Burns, indicating the 
love for localities, and the place they 
fill in the memory :— 

My heart‘s in the highlands, my heart 
is not here, — 

My heart's in the highlands a-chasing 
the dear, 

A-chasing the wild deer and following 
the roe, 


go. 
| Instrumental music was furnished by 
Everett C. Stanton and Robert Tappan. 
Rev Mr. Dyer read a list of gifts dur- 
ing the past quarter, and Mr. Tappan 
stated the doing of the society in the 
same period. These reports were 
printed in last weeks issue. Brief re- 
marks from seyeral gentlemen followed 
the reading of the reports. Some of the 
gifts were displayed on the table. The 
two hours‘ session ended with singing 
Auld Lang Syne. 
EUGENE TAPPAN. 


walks and rides in Sharon conducted by 


My heart‘s in the highlands wherever I 
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A Sunday in Sharon. 


Well! here I am out in Sharon 
The others have just rode away 
| To see to some co geen unruly 
For they dare in mowing to stray. 
On their way they a to pick berries | 
That shall serve to keep us alive H 
And I’ve no doubt when cream is added | 
We shall not only live, but shall thrive. 


| You wonder why I am here writing if 
1 While the others have all gone away? 
\JI’ll tell you. My health makes it urgent 
That I should just quietly stay 
And take life as easy as may be 
So the hammock is swung near the street 
In front of the house; and I tell you 
The picture is charming—complete. 


The day, though so hot in the city 
Is delightfully cool for us here. 
The sky asoft blue. almost cloudless— 
The atmosphere wonderfully clear— 
The trees are most certainly robed in 
-Their freshest and loveliest dress ; 
And while green is the favorite color, 
The number of tints I can’t guess. 


The chestnuts that here and there greet us 
In the pride of full blown now appear, 

As bowing and swaying they murmur, 
A welcome ’tis pleasant to hear. 

Oh my! I have something to tell you, 

| Ivyas just looking up overhead, 

| Adrairing the beauty, and grandeur, 

_ f the elms graceful branches, out-' 
spread, 


When lo and behold, a great robin 
Just fluttered and flew from her nest, 
As her mate came in loving attendance 
And thus was the mother addressed : 
“You stay and attend to the babies 
While I fly far and near for some meat, 
I may tarry longer, but trust me, 


| Soon as may be, I’ll bring you a treat.” 


So away flew the old father robin 
The mother still hovered above 

Each doing its part without murmur, 
Both working for home, and for love, 

Just then came a scamper and scurry 
And darting away cross the road ; 


ee 


Was the darlingest, plumpest of squirrels 
On his way to his new-found abode. 


mock 
Just lazily swung to and fro. 
But his courage was quite beyond ques- 
tion, 
Fear, something he seemed not to know. 
I felt how delightful to linger - 
Gently fanned by the health-giving 
breeze, 
With the still quiet beauty around me 
That surely could not fail toeplease. 


Anon came the buzzing of insects 
With the warble and trill of a bird 
| Mid the calm hush, and quiet of nature, 
These were all the sounds that I heard. 
As I lay in my hower of beauty 
How serene and Bow: peaceful seemed 
life, 
| au griefs and oppression had vanished, 
- The = world knew nothing of strife. 


i 
He sprang from the tree where my : 


| 


4L/ 


But hark! far away in the distance, | 
Pealing mellow and soft through the dell | 
As though in accord with my feelings, 
1 hear the deep tone of a bell. 
It is calling the people to service, 
My book I let fall to the ground 
As I wonder if more heartfelt worship 
Within the church-walls can abound 


| Than I feel right here, as I see Him 


And read of His wond’rous power, 
Of His glory and goodness and patience, 
Of His blessings in sunshine and shower. 
I look out on the field spread before me, 
Could a scene be more lovely than this? 
E’en the fiowers and the grasses seem 
whispering 
As by soft, gentle zephyis they’re kissed. ! 


My heart feels a touch of devotion, 
God’s love is a thing that is sure; 


| And Divine Love is ever repeating 


In earthly loves, strong, and secure 

But my reverie here, [ find broken, 
And back I must come to their life ; 

A child and a husband, approaching, | 
Remind me I’m mother and wife. 


Now, the whole world is teeming with ac- 
tion, 
Bursts of langhter and snatches of song; 
And a low subdued murmur of voices 
As old Maud brings them briskly along. 
See, they halt all so joyous beside me, 
My bower becomes quite a shrine, 


Hitman hands in love are bestowing 


The works of the hand all Divine. 


Fruits fresh and rosy and luscious, 

That would tempt the daintiest sprite 
With a bunch of loveliest blossoms, 

Some pink, and some of them white. 
They each have a delicate fragrance. 

The white are the sweet ‘‘meadow-pink” 
While the pink, dear, sweet, dainty blos- 

soms, 
Are a specie of orchid, I think. 


They have placed for my pleasure the lat- 
ter 
In a vase on the low window-sill, | 
And they seem to cheer, and refresh one’ 
As air with their fragrance they fill. 
But my day in the country is passing 
On the fleetest wings of old Time, 
And I must bestir me—and revel— 
In the bliss of the present, While mine. 


Remembering that ever and always 
Our pathway through life will appear 
Whatever our nature revealeth, 
The dark side, or that which is clear. 
The truth, the beauty and goodness, 
Are here, and can always be found 
If we’ll only look where they are hiding, 
And raise our eyes oft from the ground. 


The lowly of course, we despise not, 
But our ideals are placed high above 


'| And reaching, we press on still higher 


] 


; 


Till we reach to the Inflnite Love. 


‘| But I must go back to the city, 


Say good-bye to this health-giving air; 
Oh Sharon, beautiful Sharon, 
Your praises I'll sing everywhere. 
Evia LESLIE. 


| Sharon, June 30th, ’89. | 
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HISTORY of the TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT in SHARON. 


The first temperance society in Sharon was organized in 1832 
| by Mr. Johnathan Crane, who came into the town to build this sec- 
| tion of the Boston & Providence Railroad. It is well to note in 
a: connection the very early temperance attitude of Sharon. 
pene Oldest temperance organization in America is the Sons of 


' 


| emperance, which was organized in 1842. Mr. Crane began first 

lly interesting boys and young men in the temperance cause and in- 
Maueing them to sign a pledge not to use intoxicating liquors as 

a@ beverage. Wine was permitted in this pledge. Later he turned 

| nis attention to reforming older people, and caused notice to be 
given in the churches that a talk on the evil effects of rum 

Would be given in the district school house Sunday arcersotee 

)\There were rumors that the meeting might be disturbed by the rummies, 
|'so to guard against injury to himself he invited George HH. Mann 


land Deacon Joel Hewins to accompany him and act as his body guard. 


r 
He met with no serious trouble, however. Mr. William R. Mann was 


|/Crane's efforts, for many of the boys who signed this pledge proved 


\f 

it 

[Jone of the first to sign the pledge. Much good came out of Mr. 
| 

1 
(BS 


freaithful to it. 
Later, in the forties, there was a Washingtonian society 
a) ganized in the town. A clergyman named Thompson gave up his 


| time to this work, going throughout the state to help the different 


‘societies, including the one in Sharon. 
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In 1857 was formed an order called The Division of the 

| | gone of Temperance, which met weekly in the Unitarian Vestry. 

‘This organization aroused great enthusiasm among the people, 
envers living three miles from the village attending regularly. 

| Their pledge did not include abstinence from tobacco and profanity. 


|| This organization was disbanded in 1862, the events of the war 


Bena all the work in connection therewith, crowding out this as 

| | ell.as many other interests. 

A little later, and during the war, was formed The Band of 

| = an organization for the children, with Mr. Addison Johnson 
for its first president and later Wr. William R. Mann taking the 
presidency. Their pledge is. as follows: "I hereby solemnly 
pledge myself to abstain from the use of intoxicating liquors as a 
‘beverage, the use of tobacco and all profanity." There is a little 
tory told of this band of children illustrative of how: tenandously 
|'\they held to their pledge. A certain Rev. Mr. Ashley wished to 

| Fe their organization as an honorary member, but was refused 

| because he smoked tobacco. 

‘ In 1870 a second Division of Sons of Temperance was formed, 
with Mr. Sanford Waters Billings president and Mrs. Myra Winship 

| secretary. They held their meetings in Institute Hall, which was 
the old school building on Billings Street. 

| s In 1876 the Sharon Reform Club for men only was formed. They 
d began by holding their meetings in the Unitarian Vestry, but later 


furnished a room in the Rlue Store on Maple Avenue, where young 


, 
’ 
We 
V 


| 
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men could spend their evenings, if they chose. The room was fur- 
nished with good literature,and games to interest the boys. Their 
badge was a metallic shield with the inscription, "Dare to do 
right." Whether or not it was heredity or custom, we do not know, 
but the society was short-lived, disbanding at the end of two years. 

In 1885 a third order of Sons of Temnerance was formed. This 
ineluded those over 16 years of age. This seems to have been a 
very flourishing society and was very popular and has made a last- 
ing impression on many of its members. 

In March of the year 1888 the Independent Order of Good 
= was organized. This was something entirely new and 
proved to be irrestibly attractive, so much so that two-thirds of 
the Sons of Temperance left their own society and joined the Good 
Templars, which of necessity caused the almost immediate death of 
the former society. The Order of Good Templars is still doing 
active work in this town. 

The Sharon W. ©. T. U. was formed in March, 1894. The 
following is a copy of a portion of the Secretary's minutes, 
taken at that time: 

"March lst, with the assistance of the State President of 
the W. C. T. U., Mrs. Susan S. Fessenden, a Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union was organized at the Congregational Church in 
Sharon, consisting of 25 members and 10 honorary members. 

Mrs. Helen G. Kice, National President of the Loyal Temperance 


Legion came later, and a Legion was organized in the Baptist Church." 
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This Legion was well attended by the children and consider- 
interest show, but before the year closed the Legion dis- 
The W. C/T. U. has been a factor of the work for the town 
these eleven years, doing what it could do to agitate and 


J 


icate toward a better temperance sentiment. At the present time 


has a membership of 20 regular members and 8 honorary members. 
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Committee of Arrangements, 


—134- 
F. P. Drake, L. M. Johnson, C.N. Draper, 
&. F. Drake, C. A. Hixon, J. 1. Draper 
, oye 
I ; 
Committee on Minance, 
4 34+ 
. F. P. Drake, ©. W. Leonard, ~ Geo. Hawse, ©. A. Griggs, 
C. A. Hixon, Geo. I, Dana, J. E. nS, 
JL, Sweet, A. F. Morse. L, M. Johnson, Treasurer. 
Gs) 
Committee on Dinner. 
S$ 
C. A. Griggs, F. P. Long, Mrs. C. N. Draper, 


Benj, Reynolds, Cc. 
A. E. Bullard, J. BE. Stevens, 
F. P. Drake, E. F. Drake, 

Mrs. J. 8. Stevens, 

Mrs. Fred Holbrook, 

Mrs. J. B. Johnson, 

Miss E. A. Baker, 


Draper, 


mor 


Mrs. C. Ilarper, 
Mrs. J. N. Davis, 
Mrs. A. D. Colburn, 

Miss C. B Snow, 

Miss E. S. Winship, 

Miss H. F. Capen, 

Miss D. M. Leonard. 


‘ Committee on Music, 
—3 3+ 


Ierbert Capen, 
Miss E. C. Leonard, 


ng 


Henry Boyden, 
Miss H.C. Billings. 


Titerary Committee 


13-1 — 
Mrs. C, A. Hixon, Mrs.C.N. Draper, Miss BE. A. Baker. 


SN ee 


LF INI NFL Oe LOO : hen ay 


Suaron, Mass., JULY 16, 1887. ; 


Ata regular meeting of the alumni, held 
July 9th, it was decided to hold a re-union at 


Barkhardt’s Grove, Sharon, ou Thursday, Aug. 4, 1887, 


that we may again renew the ties of school 
fellowship, exchange friendly greetings, and 
recall old reminiscences. 

The exercises will consist of an oration, 
original poems, dinner, toasts, music and 
dancing. 

All who attended the old Stoughtonham 
Institute, together with their families are 
cordially invited to attend, and it is earnestly 
hoped that all who can will be present. 

All are invited to bring the usual contribu- 
tions to a picnic dinner. 

In order that the committee may act under- 
standingly, it is desirable that they should 
know how many will be. present. Witt you 
ATTEND? Please reply at once ¢ 

CHRISTOPHER FARREL, President. 

GrorGe H. Mann, Vice-President. 
Miss D. M. Leonarp, Secretary. 


17 fAddress communications to the Secretary, Sharon, Mass 
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John Smith. 


We mentioned last week that the 
Bullards bought their farm of John 
Smith. Talbot supposes this 
John Smith as the man afterward 
known as **Baptist John.” If so, he 
was the oldest of the numerous John 
Smiths who have lived on Moose Hill. 
It is said that after selling the Bul- 
|lard farm _he 1 went South and was 
jgone some years; and “that he then 
returned and married a widow Ever- | 

}ett, who lived at the foot .of Moose 
Hill. As he was an active member 
of the Baptist church, they called him 
‘Baptist John. He was probably 
uncle to the John Smith who owned 
the farm further up the hill, now 
owned by Mr. Shaw. He was known 


ee ‘*Moose Hill John,” and his son’ 


John Smith, as ‘‘Young John.” The. 
farm between these, now owned by! 
Mr. Clarke, was occupied several ; 
years by an honest Irishman, named | 
John Smith, and he was distinguished 
from the others by being ealled *‘Irish 
John,” and since that time when from 
time to time Mr. Clarke has had a 
John Smith from Boston, the neigh- | 
bors have called him ‘‘Beston John.” | 
The Everett farm, next east of Mr. 
Clarke's, is now owned by a hard 
_working. Scotchman, named John 
Smith, and they call him usually 
“Scotty John,” though some years 
ago when his brother, John Smith, 
lived with him,. they were called 
“*Black Whiskered John” and *‘Red 
Whiskered John.” .-Probably these 
two men are the only two brothers on 
the continent, ‘who bear the same 
iaine. The reason given for it as 
old by the younger one is, that it 
iad been a custom in their family for 
nany generations to name the first 
dorn son, John. The first born in 
this case, while yet a boy ran away 
from home and came to America. 
‘His folks supposed he was drowned 
‘in the sea, and when another son was 
‘born to them, they had him chris- 
tened John, that they might keep up 
the name. It was not until this 
younger son was grown up that they 
‘learned that their first born son, 
whom they had long mourned as 
dead, was living in old Sharon, and 
his younger brother came over here 
and joined him. 
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_ Revolutionary Fame. 


; E : 
Home of a Bunker Hill Hero—The 
Cannon of Dorchester Heights Made 
There—A Thrilling Romance of a 
Deserted Cottage Shattered — Was 
Deborah Sampson Unwomanly? 
{From Our Special Correspondent.] 
SHARON, Aug. 7, 1896. We came to 
this small’ town for seclusion and rest, 
and with the idea that we were burying 
ourselves in hopeless provincialism. We 
‘find ourselves in a half health resort, half _ 
‘Summer place—a microscopic quantity of 
each, with a dash of the back-woods in 
the agitating irregularity in the mails, 
‘and more than a dash of civilization in 
‘the plentifulness of hot water and bath 
rooms. rs 
_ The summer resort society reporter pur- 
sues us in our retreat—daily newspapers 
exist, ever: though’’tis an adventur- 
ne that finds its way to us—and we 


ded with advertisements of min-' 
ters and strength conducive wines 
h all the world was an invalid. 

have we recovered I ee 
paving to dress for dinner, wh 
hit 
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en our sweet idleness 
Bhan we hear, has a past 


e so used in New England to the | 

wth that borders our summer | 
ath Po nical hardly bata their aber | 
fi ems as S year of al 
others, and at this spot in ali the coun- 
try, Dame Nature has surpassed herself. 
‘As the bike speeds us along all too fast, 
‘the stone walls and wayside thicket 
Beem ablaze already with goldenrod and 
tiger lilies, firebush and cardinal flow- 
ers, and Se in several varieties, till 
we str e with emotions of joy at the 
glory of it all, and grief at its tale of 
approaching autumn. 

e could gather whole armfuls of pale 
ellow, and purple gerardia, and inne 
bic m, and we do fasten bunches of 
the lov puinced wild orchid, pale green 
a hite, and the purple asters to our 
, if only to prove that bicycles do 


Shave eyes for the wor h 
are @ dust of the road, 7° and 


{ 


- When we get hungry and many other | 
times beside, we raid an apple orchard, 
where the fruit reddens the ground and 
rots there undisturbed. It makes one’s 
heart ache to see it so, and to know 
the farmers here in their abundance 
ean hardly give it away, when we hear 
of the misery that the summer brings 
to half the world. Many a tender, but 
thoughtless, young heart is wrung dur. 
ing the colds and storms of winter. 
over the privations of the poor. ¢ 
But coal and blankets and good food 
are easily got when a whole family, from 
father and mother, to small boy and 
irl, adds its weekly pay to the general 
ard. But oh, the suffering in the 
summer, when works}ops and factories 


close, when sewing rls are idle, when 


shops halve the number of their clerks,’ 
and cash and bundle girls, when al- 
most every child’s position is lost—per- 
haps the suffering of these families. 
Sweltering in the midst of disease and 
hunger in our big cities—perhaps it is 
untold. ? 
The writer was passing through Boston 
a few days ago. neatly dressed woman , 
Was on the same seat of the electric, her 
sick child in her lap, a doctor’s card for 
a day down the harbor to ke 
the little chap stronger,-in the ther’s’ 


hand, a card that came too late, for the 


boy died there in her lap on the clanging 


| Car. 


We ran like a coward away from the 

woman’s grief over the only thing she 
had to care for, with the thought of 
those apples in our mind, those apples 
lying by the thousand to spoil in the 
grass, 
Could we not pick them up, could not 
the whole household work to box them 
|off to some distributing charity, or to 
\sell them in town to help more babies out 
of town—but in time. 


(We have one little charity at Ston 


Holm that is already prospering. It is 
in behalf of. a very, very old woman, 
“who has outlived her own family and 
|\that of her son. She lives quite alone 
{n° a tiny house of two rooms, that is 
smothered with trees in summer and 
with snow in winter. She is a very su- 
perior old woman, with quite a shelf-full 


,of books, and a portfolio of Dore’s en- 


ravings in her diminutive living room. 
der life is very placid, with neighborly 
hands to dig her out of her solitude oc- 
easionally. But this summer her well 
has dried up, and the nearest water is 
half a mile away. It is a costly artair 
to clean it out, but the children have un- 
dertaken to make the necessary $5: out 
of our bicycle thirsts. Root beer and 


| Moxie and lemonade are for sale in the 


tent under the pines at exorbitant prices, 
and we all drink our pocket-books 
empty, so that the old lady may have 
her well again. 

The ride over to here is charming, past 
® cranberry bog, cut into squares, like 
@ checker-board with tiny canals, to the 
great Cathedral Pines, growing, in 
straight aisles that present vistas of 
columns in every direction, and that 
shade the tomb of ‘‘neighbor Plympton,” | 
the man who set the pines out, a tomb | 
built into the side of a hill like an old-_ 
fashioned icehouse. . 


We had another favorite ride awheel 
to the deserted cottage overgrown with 
trees and shrubs, its doors and windows 
draped with a tangle of vines, and a 
wilderness of tall grass about it, in 


which we left our trails. We made up 
all sorts of romances about it, peeking. 
in window after window at the great old 
‘four-poster, made up with a patch- 
work quilt atonv; at the slender legged 
|piano, with its coffin shaped box; at the 

alf laid pine table in the kitchen, the 
dishes awry as though the meal had 
been suddenly disturbed. We each 
“choose” saoerning inside, like school 
‘children before a shop window, one the 


blue jug with the dried-up flowers, on | 
the windowsill; one the pewter pot on | 


the table; one the old brass whale-oil 
lanip; one the big yellow Bible laid open 
at the births and deaths so near to the 
window that we could read a date of 
one, 1793." be, y ; 
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THE BOYHOOD DAYS OF THE LATE WILLIAM B. WICKES OF SHARON 


< s 


pe Contributed (by request) by his Sister, 


+ 


Mrs. L. Whiting, Westwrocd, Mass. 


yl 
_. dam unable to recall much of my brother's early life. He 


is born in Wrentham in 1832, and was a grandson of Elizabeth 
ndall, who was born in Sharon. His education commenced in the 
: old-fashioned school at the "Wharf". He was very proficient 
1 his studies, particularly arithmetic, and was promised by Miss 
jia Mann, his teacher, a gift of one dollar if he went through 
ierson's Third Part by the time he was ten years old, and he 


ucceeded in doing it. He afterwards attended Day's Academy. 


s kind and strictly honest and upright in all his dealings 


th his associates. 


After leaving school he was employed in a store in Wrentham. 
3 stay there was short, as the proprietor one day showed him 
Bic cheat customers. When he went home at night he told his 
her he would not work for that man any more, for he tried to 
ich him to be dishonest. 

When he was a little boy he was very much interested in 
itics and always with his comrades went to the town meetings, 
ich were then held in the vestry of the Congregational Church 


Wrentham Centre. There were broad window seats where the boys 


e allowed to sit, and they watched and listened to all the 
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proceedings with much pleasure. To the last of his life he often 


recalled those days with much amusement and repeated many anec~ 


dotes of the sayings and doings of the active members. 


When William left his native town he went to Sharon Heights, - 


where he was: employed as a salesman by Dr. Clark in his medicine 
business. Afterwards he traveled through the West as agent for 
the Morse Brothers, selling their goods and establishing agencies 
throughout that great western country, which contributed greatly 
to the establishment and success of their stove polish business. 
After this, for the last thirty years of his life, he made 
Sharon his home. Here I will leave his record and business 


with his Sharon friends, who know more about him than I do. 


| FIRST WOMAN LECTURER: 


AN ADDRESS DELIVERED in 1802 in va- 
rious towns in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, "and New York. By Mrs. Deborah 
Sampson Gannett of Sharon, Mass., a soldier 
of the American Revolut Reprinted by 

Geinotion be en ae 

uction by ne Tappan, Cor nd- 

ing cartes of the Society. Portrait. Pp. 

xi.-20. 8vo. Boards. Boston: W. A. But- 

terfield. 75 cents. 


This little book is more curious than in- | 


teresting, but is weH worth reprinting. 
Deborah Sampson- was born in 1760. Un- 
der the name of Robert Shurtleff, she 
_enlisted in Capt. Webb’s company of the 
Fourth Massachusetts Regiment, was 
wounded in a skirmish near Tarrytown, 
“and was discharged in 1783. The dates 
of her enlistment and discharge are not 
_given. In 1785 she married Benjamin 
Gannett, by whom she had one son and 
_ two daughters. She died in 1827. 
In 1802, “honorably to enhance the 
| pecuniary interest of her family,’’ she be- 
same the first woman lecturer, traveling 
from town to town, attending to the busi- 
ness details, and delivering an address, 
-which she had “ procured to be written.” 
She made her first appearance in the 
Federal Street Theatre, Boston, and 
thereafter spoke in Providence, Worces- 
ter, ~ Holden, Brookfield, Springfield, 
Northampton, Albany—two nights—Sche- 
nectady, and Ballston Springs. Her own 
journal, quoted in the little book, is in- 
teresting and well written; her lecture, on 
the other hand, is pure twaddle. It was 
not written by her, remember. It is apolo- 
getic to a degree, and tells nothing of her 
experiences, and only incidentally, among 


high-flown and stilted references to ‘‘ the — 
horrid delusion of war," ‘‘ havoc, carnage, © 
and death,” does it mention that Mistress © 


Sampson was at White Plains (in 1776) 
and at York Town in 1781. 


More interesting than the lecture is the 
| introduction, written at the time of her 
tour. This describes how ‘ under the su- 
perintendence of Messrs. Powell and Har- 


per she was ushered on to the Stage ‘in a © 


very. polite manner; where. before a 
crouded assembly, perfectly unabashed, 
_she yery audibly recitea her naration. Jn 
the Manual Exercise, being In complete 
uniform, and during the Soldier's Festival, 
she acquitted herself with peculiar ease 
and grace.”’ At her later lectures ‘‘an at- 
tendant ”’ introduced her by a “ prospect- 
us" in rhyme, wherein it was declared 
that Mrs. Gannett did not speak for fame: 
Her boldest claim is simple, gen’ine truth; 
Her humblest plea is for her Sex and 
je South; 


aa prospectus ends = these thrilling 


en Britain's Pair, Fair, though proud, this — 


kitchens and in our parlours. 


reps, 


oewere / Ss { 
The Christian Register 


The Sharon Historical Society has re- 
cently reprinted an address which was de- 
livered in 1802 by Mrs. Deborah Sampson 
Gannett of Sharon, Mass. Mrs. Gannett 


was an unusual woman, widely celebrated | 
for the fact that she served for nearly three | 
years as a soldier in the American Revolu- | 
| tion. In recognition of her military services, | 


the Massachusetts legislature in 1792 granted 


her thirty-four pounds, and their resolu-| 


tion recites that ‘‘the said Deborah ex- 
hibited an extraordinary instance of female 
heroism by discharging the duties of a faith- 
ful, gallant soldier, and at the same time 
preserving the virtue and chastity of her 
sex, unsuspected and unblemished, and 
was discharged from the service with a fair 
and honorable character.” The address 
was delivered by Mrs. Gannett in 1802 in 
many towns in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
and New York. This lecturing tour shows 
her to have been a pioneer on this field; and, 
as Mr. Eugene Tappan writes in the intro- 
duction, “it may be difficult to name a 
woman before her time who earned money 
by travelling alone from town to town, 
attending to her own business details, and 
delivering an address.’’ The lecture is an 
interesting example of the literary style of 
the period, and it closes with the following 
words: ‘‘On the whole, as we readily acqui- 


esce in the acknowledgment that the field | 


signed to our MASTERS and our LORDS; 
may we also deserve the dignified title and 
encomium of MISTRESS and LADY in our 
And as an 
overruling providence may succeed our 
wishes let us rear an offspring in every re- 
spect worthy to fill the most illustrious sta- 
tions of their predecessors.” 


|and the cabinet are the proper spheres as- | 


pure {2 £9 Oa. 
The Watchman 


Deborah Sampson was a young woman of Sharon, 
Massachusetts, who enlisted in the American Army 
during the war of the Revolution under the name of 
Robert Shurtleff and served for three years without de- 
tection. At the end of that time she was wounded and 
received an honorable discharge from the army. By a 
special act of Congress she received honorable mention 
and a sum of money was voted to her heirs, she having 
received the usual pension during her life. She vis- 
ited various places and delivered a lecture attracting 
much curiosity in various parts of the country. Her 
lecture has been reprinted in fac-simile by the Sharon 
Historical Society, with an Introduction giving an 
‘account of her by Mr. Eugene Tappan, corresponding 
secretary of the Society. Those interested can obtain 
copies of this curious historical document by remitting 
seventy-five cents to Mr. Tappan, Sharon, Mass. 


Gut, 25.1905, 
THE STOUGHTON RECORD. 


—The Record acknowledg 

the receipt of the second volume 
of publications of the Sharon His- 
torical Society. Like its prede- 
cessor, it is very interesting and 
of great historical value. The 
chief article in this number is the 
biographical gketch of Deborah 


Gume 101 (GOS, Sampson Gannet (t), and a copy 
of the address she delivered in 


>| GATIONALIST ‘Boston in the Federal street thea- 
THE ONGRE tre and in some other places short- 
Chris ly after her return from the war 
— aon Ge the Reyolution., The fact that 


An Address Delivered in 1802, in various j 
towns in Massachusetts, Rhode Island and New she has several descendants in 


i York, em titative cae ee tae Stoughton makes this story more 
_ Mrs. Gannett as a girl in her teens, served for interesting to readers of The 
three years as a soldier of the Continental Record. 


army. She was an exemplary soldier and her a 
X was not discovered. After her return 

_ jand marriage she made several lecturing 
_|tours. Her adventures, unfortunately, are 

oy alluded to, but the address and her 

_ |eareer have an interest as forerunners of the 
jentrance of women upon the lecture field. 


AMASA HEWINS. 72 


errs ; The suoject of this sketch was born in Sharon, July 11, 
“2795. He was the third son of Lieut. Amasa,snd Esther (Kol- 
lock) Hewins, and was of the sixth generation from Jacob Hew- 
ins who arrived in New England about the middle of the l/th 
Century, and settled in Bosion, where he owned a dwelling- 
‘place in 1657, afterwards removing to Dorchester, where his de- 
scendents reside today. 

Amasa svent his boyhood at the homesteed, about 2¢ miles 
S.W. of the centre of Sharon, on the borders of Wolomolopoag 
Pond, where his elder brother, the late Lemuel D. Hewins, who 


died resided during his life. He probably had the 


education that the common schools of the day provided, and on 


arriving at manhood entered mercantile life, which he early 
abandoned for art. 

2 To perfect himself in his art, he made three long visits 
to Italy, living in different cities in that coumtry in 


1631-2-3, 1841-2, and 1852-3-4-5. In 1854, without sclicita— 


tion he received from Washington the appointinent of United 
‘States Commercial Agent at Florence, where he died of Cholera, 
t 18, 1855. 


His remains were interred in the noted Protestant Jdeme— 


in Plorence, where are buried so many distinguished per-— 
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sons, - Rev. Theodore Parker, Richs¥d Hildreth the Historian, 


Mrs. Elizabeth Barrett Browning the poetess, Walter Savage Lan-— 


dor, Arthur Hugh Clough, and many others. 

: He married Elizabeth Alden of Dedham, August 22, 1ae6, a 
descendent of John Alden the Pilgrim; who bore him nine child- 
ren, five daughters and four sons, of whom, 1905, five are now 
living. 

He lived in Washington for several years, 2nd painted the 
portraits of many of the prominent men of the day, and finally 
settled in Bostm, pursuing his art, "and acheived high rank as 
wan artist and a gentleman of refinement and moral worth. He 
‘was eminently enterprising and persevering." Although ne had 
but a meagre education at school, he became ea man of broad eul- 
ture, of scholarly tastes, and was well read not only in the 
literature of his own country, but in that of Italy and France 
algo. 


His widow survived him seven ysars, dying October, 1862. 
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) S. Talbot, 
Sharon, 
Mass. 
r Sir:- 
In reply to your request for a list of the officers of the 
haron Artillery Company ", 1780 - 183-, I have to inform you that 
enclosed Roster is found of record in this office. 


Very respectfully, 


iree enclosures. ) 
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Roster of Officers of the Stoughtonham and Sharon Company, i 
ed = 2d Brigade, ist Division. F 
l 
Cantaings. 
Name. Abode. Date of Remarks 
Come 
lLling, Elijah ahi Sie fe omaas July 1, 1781. Discharged. 
my TET Sharon. S757 Trane 
en, Lemiel " June 22, 1789. " 
dale, Edward " July 28, 1791. " 
meard, Nathaniel " Mey 2, 1794. " 
‘atton, George " 06t.. 25, 1797. " 
"se, John " May 7, 1805. n 
Bdale, Israel " May 3, 1808. Promoted Maj., 
June 20, 1810. 
Dads, Benj. " July 30, 1810. Discharged March 
. Mereh 6, 1813. 
thards, Jeremiah Jr, a May 4, 1813. Disch.April 29, 
1815. 
mer, Ebenezer, Jr., " May 2, 1815.-. Disch. April 26, 
¢ 1816. 
hards, Thomes P. . May 7, 1816. Disch. Aug. 25, 
18138. 
les, Ransel " April 24, 1820. Prom. Maj. Dee. ~ 
51, 1822. 
Charles " April 2, 1823. Disch. May 8, 
1824. 
ike, Friend " June 2, 1824. Diseh. Feb. 18, 
1329. 
‘low, Phinehas . Aug. 20, 1829. Disch. Oct. 16, 
1833. 
mner, Wm. S. u May 6, 1834. Disch. May 9, 


1838. 


|» Robert 


we, William 
jtemore, Sarmel 
se, John 

» Yathaniel 
ale, Israel 
ards, Barney 


lards, Jeremiah 

ler, Ebenezer, Jr., 
ards, Thomas P. 
ns, Joei 


m, Rausel, Jr.; 
_ Cheriles 
e, Luther 


. @s, Benj. F., 
rd, Hirem 


ner, Wn. Ss. 


Lieuten 


Abode. 


Stoughtonhnam 
Sharon. 


Date of 
Com. 
July 1, 1781. 
Maren 16, 1789. 


June 29, 1789. 
Oct. 14, 1793. 
May 2, 1797. 
May 7, 1805. 

* 21, 1807. 

# 3, 1808. 


July 30, 1810. 
May 4, 1813. 

© 2, 1816. 

* 7, #1816. 
Oet. 29, 1818. 
April 24, 1820. 

" 2B, 1633; 
Aug. 26, 1824. 
June 26, 1826. 


Aug. 20, 1829. 


Prom. Maj. | 
March 21,1792.) 


) 


! 


Removed. 
Promoted.* 
Discharged. 
Promoted. 
Disch. Maroh 
31, 1810. 


Promoted. 
" 


Disch. Sept. 
24, 1818. 
Promoted. 
" 

Disch. July 
28, 1824. 
Disch. Mareh 
28, 1826. 
Disch. July 
25, 1829. 
Promoted. 


| 
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Ensigns. 
ame. Abode. » u Date of Remarks, 
Come 
Gale, Ebenezer Stoughtonhem June 22, 1781. 
rbank, Benj. Sharon. Aug. 18, 1791. 
hard, Nathaniel " Oct. 14, 1793. 
ee, Benj. " «“ 23, 1797. Prom. to Arty. 
2e, Oliver " Dec. 25, 1797. " to Foxboro®e. 
lale, Israel " Sept. 4, 1805. Promoted. 
lards, Barney * May 21, 180%. " 
ds, Benj. " " 3, 1808. u 
lards, Jeremiah " Mr. 5) 1610. " 
nMson, Benjamin Jr., " tn ees 2 Disch. Aug. 28, 
1815. 
Phanks, Benjanin " m 9, 1836. Disch. Nov. 13, 
1818. 
» Charies ‘ Nov. 27, 1818. Promoted. 
‘6, Luther " April 24, 1820. ” 
ce, Friend " Phas 2, 1823. * Capt. 
folds, Benj. F., u June 2, 1824... " 
non, Elijah " n 26, 1826. 
ow, Phineas " May 18, 1829. " " 
y, Jarvis u Aug. .29, 1829. 
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